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Hon. J. P. CULLEN: 1 move an amend-
ment-

That thee ivords "the Governor" be
struck out, and "Parliament" inserted in
Zieu.

This will insure to Parliament its right to
deal with the scheme.

Amendment passed; clause as amended
agreed to.

Clause 5-Torm, "o-wner" in Roads Act
not to be extended to Agricultural Bank:

Hon. A. SANDEB.SON: This will hit the
roads boards hard. Will the Colonial Sec-
retary interpret the clause?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
object of the clause is to relieve the Agri-
cultural Bank from the necessity of paying
rates upon those properties which have been
abandoned by owners and are temporarily
in the hands of the hank. It is only a fair
proposition.

Hon. A. SANDERSON.; Surely the
Government are not going to deprive roads
boards of the rates from land owned byv the
bank simply because it is a hank?

Hon. J. F . Cullen: The bank represents
the Crown.

Hon. A. SANDEFR SON: Then there is
jio necessity for the clause. It will be a good
spur to the bank to see that they get on
wvith their work and do not leave these aban-
doned farms. Instead of taking the pen-
alty, which the ordinary mortgagee in pos-
session would take, the bank are to be ex-
empt from payment.

Clause pitt and passed.
'Title--agreed to.

[The Deputy President tool. the Chair.]

Hill reported with amendments.

BILLS (2) -FIRST READING.
Public Sen-ice Act Amendment.
Roads Act Amendment,
Received from the Assembly.

Rouse adjourned at 11.26 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.l1., and read prayers.

QUESTION-WHEAT POOL 1915416,
,FURTHER PAYMENT.

Mr. S. STUE3BS asked the Minister for
Industries: 1, Is it correct, as stated in the
West Australian of the 6th March, that a
futher sixpennly dividend on last year's
wheat is to be paid in M-ay next? 2, If
itiis is so, wilt the payment be made free
of deduction for charges?

The MINIST ER FOR 1NDIJSTRIE S re-
plied: 1, The Australian Wheat Board hope
that it Will be 1)ossiblo to pay a further divi-
dend against the 1915-16 wheat in May
next. 2, This matter cannot he decided until
the amnount of the dividend is known.

QUESTIONY-FREMANTLE PRISON
WAR DERS.

Mr. CARPENTER asked the Honorary
Minister: 1, What is the name of the officer
who supplied the replies to my questions
on the 7th inst. referring to the penalising
of prison warders? 2, flid snch officer
make inquiry as to ihe accuracy or other-
wvise of hiis assertion, viz., that no one had
been advised by a medical officer to leave the
warders' quarters on the ground of ill-
health? if so, of whom did he make such
inquiry, and upon whose authority did he
make that assertion? 3, Seeing that the
reply supplied to the final paragraph of my
questions had no necessary connection with
the question asked, will he himself state
whether the Government intend to penalise
seven public servants for objecting to live
in a house whceb rnly one can occupy?
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Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary Min-
ister) replied: 1, It is not considered advis-
able to give the names of individual officers.
2, Yes. The answer referred to the particu-
lar quarters which wvere in question, and its
accutracy was testified to by the official file
and by the Superintendent of 1'risong. 3,
The payment of the lodging allowances has
now been resumed, the difficulty having been
-dealt with.

QUESTION-WAR WORK AND STATE
EMPLOYEE S.

H~on. IV. D. JOHNSON asked the Pre-
liner: 1, Will hie extend to the Government
employees who have enlisted as munition
and other workers connected with the war
the same consideration as is granted by the
South Australian and other State Govern-
ments? 2, If not, why not?

The PREMIER replied: 1, It is impos-
sible to answer this question by either an
affirmative or a negative, for the reason that
the arrangements made by the respective
'States vary. 2, The Government do not
propose to depart from the conditions estab-
lished whilst its predecessors were in office.

QUESTION-EDUCATION, TEMPOR-
ARY TEACHERS.

T1r. MfUNSLE asked the Honorary Minis-
ter: 1, Is the Minister for Education aware
that c ertificated teachers of long experience
in the Education Department, and now wives
qf privates at the Front, have been unable
to secure re-al)potatment this year, -while
wives of men in good positions in Perth
have been given appointments? 2, If so,
does this meet with his approval?

Hon. 3. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary Min-
ister) replied: 1, No. If a teacher has in-
formed the department that she is married
to a soldier, an endeavour is made to give
her preference in the filling of a vacancy
for which she is qualified. The regulation
dealing with the employment of married
women reads as follows.:-"Married teachers
and others mnay -be appointed on supply,
either during the absence of a teacher or to
fill a vacancy on a school staff, when no other
teacher is available. Only the weeks during

which the teacher is actually employed in
teaching will be paid for. There will he
no pay for vacations, Engagements may he
terminated at a week's notice at any time."
2, Answered by No. 1.

SELECT COMMITTEE TRUST
FUNDS.

Extension of Time.

Mr. SMITH (North Perth [4837]: I
move-

That the time for bringing up the select
committee's report be extended to the 3rd
April.

We have already submitted an interit-
reort dealing with the Curator's Depart-
ment, and we are now taking evidence in
respect of the department controlled by
the Master of the Supreme Court. During
the last week or so, owing to members of
the committee having other public engage-
ments, we have been unable to hold meet-
ings.

Question put and passed.

PAPER PRESENTED,
By the Minister for Works: Kalgoorlie

Road Board, by-law, registration of goats.

BILL-PUBLIC SERVICE ACT
AMEND)MENT.
Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R.
T. Robinson-Canning) (4-401 in moving
the second reading said:. Under Section
30 of the principal Act no one can be per-
maniently appointed a magistrate unless
he has passed an examination in law or
is a legal practitioner. The object of the
Bill is to enable any person who has served
for five years as acting magistrate or who
has served as clerk of courts for five years
and as acting mnagistrate for three years,
to be appointed magistrate without ex-
amination.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Does it extend to
all clerks of court or is it limited to a
faw ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It ex-
tends to all who have served five years
there is no limitation,
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Mr. Taylor: It really affects only three
people.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The in-
troduction of the Bill is due to the fact that
there are in the service to-day three or four
magistrates who have served in an acting
capacity for fiv'e or six years, one of them
for longer. As the Act stands, it is impos-
sible for them to be confirmed as magis-
trates unless they pass the examination
prescribed in Section 30. On the other
hand, these magistrates, .1 am assured, are
capable and efficient officers and have
filled the role of magistrate satisfactorily
since their respective appointments. Al-
though I am not prepared to support the
appointments that were made at the time,
we have to deal with facts as; we find them.
These men are returned to me as being cap-
able and efficient officers, and there is no
chance of dealing fairly by themn unless
the House increases the provisions contained
in Section 30 of the Act.

Mr. Lambert : Would it be preferable
for themn to go back to their departments?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : I do
not think that would be possible.

Hion. W. C. Angwin : Examinations have
to be passed in other vocations. Take, for
instance, the plumbers.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is
so, but in this instance the reasons are
there. Thie 13111 merely rocognises efficiencyr.
I move-

That the Bill be noto read ai second
time.
Hon. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [4-43]

I do not think the measure requires exten-
sive discussion. In the main I1 am in
sympathy with the real object of the Bill,
but I never believe in partial legislation:
that is to say, legislation which is in favour
of a few, but the principles of which are
not applied all round. I think it is fair
that Magistrate Riches, Magistrate Lang,
and Magistrate Geary should have the right
to continue in the posts they have filled
ably and with credit to the State and them-
selves. I would by no means have it
possible to relegate them back to positions
where they could not exercise that fitness
which they have from character and have
acquired further from experience, but I
cannot reconcile myself to the fact of
legislation keeping these men in their posi-
tions and not taking into cosnideration

others of experience, not actually upon ther
bench, but close to it, who have served,
say, 20 years, as clerks of court. They
even have, as has been suggested, greater
experience.

The Attorney General : I am prepared
to accept an amendment to that effect.

Mr. 'Mullany : What length of service,.
though?

The Attorney General : The House can
fix the length of service.

Hon. T. WALKER : If there is to be a
provision giving this right to those who have
served the State faithfully for long terms
of years, and who have qualified them-
selves to step into vacancies as they come
along, I shall support the measure. My
object in opposing it as it stands is not to,
do an injury to those who have filled these
posts without, having passed the necessary
legal examination ;but I desire that those
who have served for long terms of years
without the chance of filling such a post
because, forsooth !their services have been
recognised as more advantageous to the
State in some congested locality, like Perth
for instance, shall not have the door closed
to them forever. Besides, it is the usual
custom in passing legislation of this kind,
which closes the door, to take in, before
finally turning the lock, those wvho are in
any way qualified. In every measure of
this kind that I can recall, coming either
before this Parliament or other Parliaments,
measures affecting the medical profession,
legislation affecting dentists or veterinary
surgeons, for instance, it has always been
provided that those who, tip to the passing
of the measure, have practised and been
qualified to a certain stage, shall have such
and such a time allowed them for making
application to come in, after which the door
is closed, By passing the measure in its
present form we shall close the door im-
mediately, and no one else will have a
chance of coining in, no matter how much
entitled to do so- My own knowledge of
the State tells me that there are men mn
the service perfectly qualified to sit upon the
magiterial bench, without ever having
had the luck to get in the path that leads
to the bench. Those men have been
retained in positions wvhere their services
were invaluable, and consequently the
chance of getting on the bench has not
come to them. Their qualifications awe
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as great as those of the acting magistrates
who have been mentioned, and for that
reason they should not, for the whole
period of their service, be deprived of their
chance. On the understanding that the
measure is to be amended so as to leave the
door open to those public servants who
have served a certain number of years as
clerks of courts, and on that understanding
on ly, I shall vote for the second reading.

Mr. WILLMOTT (Nelson) [4 -44]:; I am
indeed glad that the Attorney General has
brought down this Bill, and I wxas also -Very
pleased to hear the memnber for Kanowna
(Hon. T. Walker) support the claims of
certain acting magistrates who have been
mentioned. Let me refer to the case of
W-arden Riches. That gentleman has been on
the goldficlds, or in the tropics, since 1895.
Is it fair that we should ask himi, and others
like himn, to continue in positions which
absolutely debar them from living in the
temperate zone?

Mr. M1ullany : What about the resident
magistrate at Menzies ?

M-r. WTILL2'OTT :Warden Riches was
appointed district engineer for the -North-
West in 1901, and acting warden in 1908.
Evor since then ho has been in that locality-
10 years inl a tropical climate. That is
too long a period to keep) a civil servant in
the tropics. We shall not get the best work
out of himi under such conditions ;we
kill civil servants by keeping themn in the
tropics; for such lengthy periods.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin:; Why not give
such a civil servant a change in another
Capacity?

Mr. WILLMOTT : Because these acting
magistrates have fitted themselves to fill
the position of magistrate.

Mr. Taylor : I do not th-ink your example
helps thle Bill.

Mr. WILL-MOTT: 1 have adduced my
exnmple as a fair examle of what the Bill
w~ill do to help other people in a similar
position.

Mfr. Foley : What about the -Mines ])e-
partment. official, who has been in the
tropics longest of allE

Mr. WILMOTT : The railway officials
are kept in thle tropics for only two years,
and surely their health is not of miore im-
portance than the health of these officials.
I have mDuch phaasure in supporting the
second reading.

Mr. MULLANY (Menzies) [4-50] :I
intend to support the second reading, but
I do not think the Bill goes far enough.
In the present circumnstances of Western
Australia, the measure will apply to three
men, and three mnen only. Whilst I have
no desire to disparage those three public
servants in any way, I cannot lose sight of
the fact that there are many other members
of the State service who have done quite
as good work in equally onerous positions,
work wVhich qualifies them just as well. to
hold the position of resident magistrate
as the three public servants to whomn the
Bill applies are qualified. I instance par-
ticularly men with whom I have come in
contact on the goldfields ; it is quite pos-
sible there are similar cases in other parts
of the State. I desire to see the scope of
thle Bill widened so as to include men who
have .served for say 15 or 10 years as clerks
of court, or acting wardens.

The Attorney General:. Or as mining
registrars.

Mr. MULLANY: Certainly. The fact
of having held such positions eminently
fits them for promotion. To pass the Bill
in its present form will restrict, the ad-
vantage of it to three inen, while there
arc others equally qualified. For example,
there is Mr. W. C. Main bridge, who acted
for 20 years as mnining registrar, and also
for sonlc time as warden, at Lawlers.
By the way, that gentlemant~l is nlow in
command of the 44th Battalion.

The Attorney General ; Would not he
corne in under paragraph (d.)?

Mr. MULLANY - I am not quite sure
that hie has acted for three years as warden.
Other mnen, who have acted as wvarden for
short periods, would be debarred by the
Bill as it stands. Again, there is '.%r. T.
Hlannan, a mnining registrar of about 20
years' standing. I have known him for
m-any years as mining registrar at Menzies,
and as a justice of the peace in other parts
of the State. He was also acting warden
and resident ]nagistrate at Marble l3ar. A
manl of that kind should ho within thle scope
of the Bill. f could mention many other
similar oases. I trust that when the Bill
is in Committee hon. mnembers wilt consider
such claimls. The three gentlemen to whom
the B3ill, as it stands, will apply, having
acted as resident, magistrates, would appear
to have somne sort of pull from that fact -
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but. the claims of other public servants
should not be overlooked. In Committee
I shall move an amendment that any
public servant who has filled the position
of mining registrar or warden for any length
of time, or has been a clerk of courts for the
period of 15 years, shall have the benefit
of the provisions of this Bill.

Hon. WV. ]). Johnson: Fifteen years is
too long ;make it five years.

Mr. MULLANY: I may come to five
years.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In committee.
Mr. Holman in thle Chair ;the Attorney

General in charge of the Bill.
Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Amnendment of Section 80
Mr. SMITH: I move an amendment-

That the following be added to the clause
or (e.) he has served 10 years as clerk of

courts, mining registrar, or as a clerk in
the pro fessional division of the Crown
Solicitor's office, provided in either case
that the Public Service Commissioner certify
that his services and expcrience qualify him
for the position."

I think that provision will meet the views
of members wvho have spoken.

The Attorney General : It meets my
views.

Mr. SMITH: The amendment conserves
the claims of these officers, and also pro.
vides the safeguard that, prior to appoint-
ment, the Public Service Commissioner shalt
certify as to capacity and fitness.

Mr. MIJLLANY: I agree with the amend.
ment.

Mr. WV. D. JOHNSON: Tn my opinion
we are now going to the other extreme. It
is agreed that the Bill as originally drawn
was too limited in scope in that it could
apply to only three officers in the public
service. Personally I agree with their
appointment, because I think they are
qualified and should not be subject to
examination ;but it would not do that we
should limit it to those three men. It
may be well to widen the Bill in the direction
of providing that those gaining experience
in the public service and thus becoming
qualified should be eligible for appointment.
While I think that, I do not think there

is any justification for our going to the
length of throwing it open to the whole of the
professional officers in the Crown Law
Department.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
amendment was suggested to me by a
deputation representing the Public Service
Association, accompanied by the Secretary
of the Association. That deputation asked
for an amendment of this character. On
inquiry I amn told that there are several
officers in the Crown Law Department who
from time to time have acted as clerks
of court. I am told that one particularly
has served seven or eight years as a clerk
of court and hie is now a senior clerk in the
Crown Law Department.

Hon T. Walker: In legal work all thle
time.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes. I
do not know whether there is more than
one. Personally I am willing to widen
the door to those officers who have trod
that road.

Honl. XV. D. Johnson: Is not the position
that at various interv'als those officers have
acted as acting clerks of court.

The ATTORNKEY GENERAL : No, actual
clerks of court. The Committee must.
remember that tinder the amendment the
final selection rests wi4th the Public Service
Commissioner. It might be there would
be two hundred men qualified and the
Public Service Commissioner makes a selec-
tion. The object of the Bill is to widen
thle scope of the Public Service Commis.
sioner's selection for appointments to the
magistracy. Without mentioning names
I can quote four officers wh,]o have been in
the service of the country for tiventy:.five
or thirty years as clerks of court, and I
submit those officers must necessarily have
acquired some legal experience in that
time. I have called for a file showing the
whole of the officers employed in the niagis,
tracy, clerks of courts, wardens, and mining
registrars, with names, length of service and
the time served in present positions. 'My
object is to see if those men could not be
given a turn round. Many of them have
been left in the one spot for years and
years. I am willing to widen the Bill,
and I think it would be a gcod thing.

Mr. LA2%IBERT : I am pleased at the
decision to broaden this Bill. It would have
been absolutely unfair to many depart.
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mental officers had the choice of resident
magistrates been narrowed as in the Bill
as originally drafted. The resident magis-
trate at Menszies, Mr. Gibbons, has been
in that position for many years. I under-
stand that we have resident magistrates in
coastal areas who. are due for retirement,
and when the time comes I think that the
merits of those men who have served long
periods outback should be considered. I
am pleased the Attorney General has called
for the papers he has indicated. 1 support
the amendment.

Mr. MULLANY: Whilst I agree with
the first portion of the amendment, I am
somewhat with the member for Guildford
in that 1 doubt the wisdom . of applying
this Bill to the whole of the professional
officers of the Crown Law Department,
To my maind it is questionable whether all
those officers would have the necessary
experience. In making appointments of
this nature the object should be to secure
men who have boon out and lived
among the people in the back countay,
men who have had practical outside ex-
perience as well as office experience. Pro-
vided a mian has office experience and other
qualifications as well there is no objection.
but I think it would be going too far if we
were to apply the Bill to the whole of the
professional officers of the Crown Law De-
p~artment.

Hon. J. Scaddan : It would not be so bad
if that were the case, but the ameinment
suggests the Crown Solicitor's office.

-Mr. MULLANY: I1 would be pleased if
the latter portion of the amendment were
deleted.

Mr. FOLEY ; The amendment goes
beyond the pale of practicability- If the
right of aplpointm-ent be restricted to officers
of the Crown Solicitor's office, 1 contend a
hardship will be done many men who are
qualified through experience as clerks of
court or muining registrars. If fail to see
-why a man should be singled out as eligible
because of his experience in the Crown
Solicitor's office. A position in the Crown
Solicitor's office would not necessarily qualify
a man for appointment as a mnagistrate.
If the Attorney General gives close coni-
sideration to the return which lie has told
uts he has calle'i for, lie will not favour the
appointmnent as mnagistrate of a man merely
because hie lhes had experience as a clerk

in the Crown Solicitor's office. The Govern-
meat should give any officer in the Crown
Solicitor's office an opportunity of gaining
the necessary experience by sending him
out into the country as a clerk of courts.

The Attorney General: This officer has
had eight years such experience.

Air. FOLEY: Possibly ; but if we are
to pass Acts of Parliament to deal with
individual cases, our work here wNill never
be at an end.

Hon. T. Walker: But why would you
leave himi Out ?

Mr. FOLEY: ]Because hie is not stated ini
the Bill. Those officers who wi4ll be in-
cluded under the clause are amnongst the
men maost fitted to fill the position of
warden or miagistrate. If I were selecting
an officer for such a position I would rather
have a man of probity and common sense
than a highly educated officer. I shiall
vote against the amendment, not that I
wish to do an injustice to this one officer. I
repeat that we have had men acting as
mining registrars in the back blocks who
are thoroughly qualified to take positions
as clerks of court in any part of the State,
and I say that it is to the discredit of past
Governm-ents of 'Western Australia that
many men have spent years in Fremantle
gaol. because they have been kept in the out
back districts for years. They, were good
fellows, and because they were good fellows
the people heaped hospitality upon themr,
with the result that instead of ending their
days honorably they have found them-
selves in Fremantle gaol. The amendment
mnight do a good service to one man, but
a rank injustice to many men who could
fill such positions. Why not let it apply
to any department ? I do not know whether
the gentleman in question is a memnber of
that close corporation, the legal fraternity.
If hie is, all the more reason why we should
fight against the amendment-

Hon, T. WALK--ER:, Hon. members
must understand this is not a p~roposal to
assist one mnan. I know one who was in
that office when I first wvent to the chair
of the Attorney-Generalship, who applied
for every vacancy for the position of magis-
trate. He is now on active service at the
front. He has acted as cl;erk of courts and
had travelled to investigate every charge
almost that was brought up against clerks
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of courts for neglect of duty or arising out
of ignorance.

Mr. Foley: Would he not come under
paragraph (d) of the Bill ?

Ron. T. WALKER: 'No, because he is in
the professional division.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: Why not Felpeat
Section 30 of the Act altogether ?

Hon. T. WALKER : Perhaps that would
be advisable.

The Attorney General: That would not
be fair to many meni who have studied
for many years for these examinations.

Hon. T. WALKER : There are not many
vacanocs of that kind, and when they do
occur those wiith the best qualifications are
supposed to be selected, It is not a case
of length of service .. it is a case of seeking
the most qualified man fromn amongst the
applicants, and this measure will give the
right to make thc application. There is the
case of M1r. Butler, who is now at the front.

Mr. Mukllany: Would lie not come under
piaragraplh (d) ?

Hon. T. WALLKER : No, because hie is
a mnember of the professional division.
If lion. members say that those people
are already provided for, no wrong will
be done hy miaking it definitely sure that
the professional division arc not excluded
by virtue of being in that professional
division. There is also 'Mr. 'Wilcox, w~ho has
occupied at similar position on and off
for ten years, and who is now doing most
important legal work. He is practically
in charge of the preparation of cascs for
the Criminal Court to-day.

The Attorney General : He is chief
clerk to the Crown Solicitor.

Hon. T. WALKER:- He is doing legal
work, and in addition has had the previous
qualification of acting as. a magistrate.
Hie has served mnore or less an apprentice-
ship to the clerkship of courts, and he is
now in the professional division, and his
chance of making an application will
therefore be taken from him when ap-
plications are called for. These people
want the opportunity given to themi so
that their claims may be considered amongst
those of others.

Mr. M1ullany : The amendment relates
to one officer only.

Ron. T. WALKER: I have mentioned
two, but there are three or four. We
want tOFpreserve their rights.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: We must have
competent magistrates, and we should
make it absolutely certain that, as far
as possible, our magistrates shall be fully
qualified to deal with cases which come
before them. If that is so, the question
arises whether we are serving the best
interests by agreeing to the amendment
suggested by the member for North Perth.
The Public Service Act was passed as
far back as 13 years ago, and it is true
that no Government have taken any note
of the provisions of this Act so far as the
necessity of prescribing exanmations having
to be passed by persons entering the
mnagis tracy is concerned. I believe, how-
ever, that has only just recently been
done. On the face of it, it would there-
fore appear that no person would have
a right after 13 years of service to claim
that he should be appointed to a position
which requires the passing of an examain-
ation, without having to pass that ex-
ainination althoug-h he had the necessary
experience. 'We should deal with the
miatter in miuch the samne way as we deal
with matters affecting other professions
outside the Government service. WVe hanve,
however, been going on in this way until
we found that we had three persons, Mfr.
Lang, Mr. Riches, and 11r. Geary, each of
whomn had rendered good service to the
State, and had been acting at various
periods as magistrates and shown their
qualifications to the satisfaction of the
department, who had been doing their
work without having passed any pro-
scribed examination. In connection with
these three gentlemen, one of the diffi-
culties which arose was caused by the fact
that the Crown. Law Department and the
Mines Department had a sort of dual
control over them. The Mines Depart-
'ment was controlled by one Mlinister and
the Crown Law Department by another.
That particular difficulty is now done away
with owing to the fact that one Minister
controls both departments. These men
had no possible opportunity of entering
the service by way of examination, but
as they had qualified by service and ex-
perienice to fill these positions we took
the opportunity of appointing them. They
are competent to deal with cases, and it
is unfair to ask them to pass an exam-
ination which is now set down as being
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essential, Of course we want competent
men as; magistrates, and we want a case
when dealt with to be finalised then and
there.

The Attorney General :A magistrate's
chief qualification should be common sense.

Hfon. J. SCADDAKI: The time has
arrived when we might open our doors, for
we should be satisfied that we are getting
competentnmen to fill the important positions
in the service. I have heard hon. members
say that it is necessary to make some
alteration in order to get the best possible
men outside the restrictions contained in
the Public Service Act, but at the first
opportunity we have of doing this, it is
proposed to close the door. I am of
opinion that we will get better, and brighter
initiative in the public service if it is known
that, if we so desire, we may take a man
from anywhere for the purpose of filling
a position which requires technical and
professional knowledge. So long as we
have the present condition of affairs, when
only a few men are eligible for appointment,
we will never get that interest in the wvork
of public servants that we would otherwise
obtain. We have the automatic rises
in the service, and the man who gives close
attention to his work knows that hie will
some day go up. No doubt the mani whio
gives the best of his life to the public
service is entitled to our consideration, but
hie is not entitled to obtain a high position
which requires professional or technical
knowledge which is only possessed by
others outside the service and who are
available for such positions. At the same
time, although it is undesirable that we
should break the rule and go outside the
Public service for men to fill positions wvhich
can be filled from within the service, unless
we have the right to do so we will never
get that close and effective attention to
work and desire for promotion on merit
that we have a right to expect in our
public servants. There is too much of an
automatic method of carrying on our
public service for it to be in the best in-
terests of the commnunity or of the public
service. I do not want one individual
to carry half a dozen others in his depart-
menit who in reality may only be drones.
There are too many persons waiiting for
positions which they know will come to
them on the system of automatic rises.

The whole thing is wrong, and was brought
about by a reaction because of Ministerial
and political interference in regard to
appointments to positions of responsibility
in the service. If we had three commission-
ers, tried and trusted men, who could
fill the position to the best advantage
of the State irrespective of political or
social influence I believe the public se:vvants
would be prepared to accept such a positon,
as against the present hard and iron rule
of the seniority list under which it is not
possible to go outside the service or the
State. For these high positions in the
service we must get the beit wherever it
is obtainable, and yet apparently we are
now going to make even more of a hole
and corner method of the business. The
Public Service Coniisioner mnay say
that there is no senior man of a dlepart-
mient capable of filling a certain position
and the Civil Service Association say that
the Commissioner is wrong. We can never
have effective or valuable service as long as
we continue that practice. The best method
wvould be to take the bull by the horns at
this stage, and say that we are going to
get the best man we can wherever it is
possible to do so. If, however, men wxe
placed in magisterial positions who are
not capable of adjudicating upon a case,
it may mean that a poor man is driven
to the Bankruptcy Court because of a
mistake on the part of the magistrate.
That has happened and yet we take up the
attitude that it does not miatter, so long
as a man has served as clerk for a period
of years he shall be appointed.

The Attorney General :No, he becomes
eligible.

Eon. J. SCADDAX : What is the differ-
ence '?As seon as; the ]Bill becomes law
the Civil Service Association wvill demand
that the man shall be appointed before
an outsider is appointed.

The Attorney General : He comes fifth
on the list.

Hon. . SCADDAN: The Act does
not taken them in any specified order.
Section 1.3 deals with the qualifications and
app)ointments of magistrates and sets out,
that no person shall be permanently ap-
pointed to the office of magistrate unless
hie has passed the prescribed examnination
in lawv, or he is a legal practitioner duly
qualified under the Legal Practitioners
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Act. Then the amendmient comes in,
"or he has served for five years as an
acting magistrate, or he has served for
live years as a Clerk of -courrts and for
three years as an acting magistrate." Then
the Act goes on to say, "Provided that on
the certificate of the Commnissioner it is
desirable for the economy of the service the
Governor may appoint a district medical
officer or temporarily appoint any staff
officer a magistrate without examination."
I again assert that if an applicant fills
any one of these qualifications he is on a
level with anyone who fills any of the
other qualifications.

Hon. T. Walker :If lie is qualified.
Bon. J. SCADDAN: The Civil Service

Association will demand that the man is
eligible being already in the service and
in the department and shall in the terms
of the Act get preference of employment.

The Attorney General ;The first question
is eligibility and the next suitability.

Hon. J. SCAflDAN : The first question
is'to lay it down in the Act how a per.4on
is teligible.

The Attorney General :Would 'oui allow
a man to be appointed who is not suitable ?

Hon. J. SCADDAN :.[ a'n not Suggesting
that hie is not suitable.

The Attorney General : Because a man
is eligible lie may not be suitable.

Hon. J. SCAUDAN :The question of
being suitable is a question of opinion and
I do not think there is a case on record
where the Commissioner, having given his
certificate, the Civil Service Association or
someone in the service, has not taken
ex ception to that certificate.

Mr S. Stubbs: Cannot the Govern-
ment override the certificate?

Hon. J. SCAUDAN: When one is up
against the Public Service Commissioner lie
is up against an Act of Parliament. Par-
liament has no control in the appointments
to the civil service. The Attorney General
can sit behind an Act and lie cannot say
if a muan is suitable or not.

The Attorney General : I am quite pre-
pared to fight the Public Service Coin-
mnissioner, whoever he may be, if he chooses
to put an unsuitable man in my depart-
ment.

Hon. J. SCADDAN : WSho is to be the
judge as to whether lie is suitable ? I had
a little bit of a fight wiith the Public Service

Commissioner once and I got out as quickly
as I could. I found the powers were too
great against me. If we insert this clause
in the Act in conjunction with the other
provisions in the Act and the regulations as
they exist today, the Civil Service Associa-
tion will be the first to take the matter up
when an appointment is made.

The Attorney General-: Paragraph lb)
does not say that hie must be a legal prac-
titioner in the deparinent.

Hon. J. SCAD)]AN : The Commissioner
has first to deal with applications received
from the department. That mecans those
eligible after the passing of the Bill. Then
the Commissioner will be placed in the posi-
tion of saying that the person is not eligible.

The Attorney G'eneral :You appointed
Mr. Canning ;there is an actual instance.

Hon. J. SCADDAN :There was no one
in the service who could pass the prescribed
examination and we had to go outside to
get a man.

The Attorney General :Were there not
legal practitioners in the service ? There
was one magistrate at least.

Hon. J. SCADDAY We did what all
Governments should do get a man whom
we are satisfied is qualified. The regula-
tions provide that consideration has first
to be given to applications from the depart-
ment, after that the applications from
other departments and only' after that can
the Comimissoiner go outside the public
service, and the Commrissioner has then to
give a certificate that there is no one in
the service qualified for the position. What
sort of a position are we placing the Public
Service Commissioner in? To give a cer-
tificate that has to he published in the Govern-
ment Gaizette that none of the applicants
from the service are qualified. The Public
Service Association would take up the
cudgels on behalf of -applicants in the
service and say that the Public Service
Commissioner had no right to give the
certificate as there were qualified applicants
in the service, If there is one who after
10 years as a. clerk in a solicitor's office,
cannot pass the examination he is not
qualified to hear cases in our lower courts.
We should have the best possible men
available for this purpose, and thus avoid
unnecessary litigation. We should break
down that iron rule which constrains pro-
motion to responsible positions, Such pro.
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motion should be strictly on qualification.
While we must protect the public seirvice
we must also protect the general public.

Mr. MUNSIE : If the leader of the
Opposition had miade his speech onl the
second reading the Bill might never have
reached Committee. I am not prepared
to support a Bill which, while doing justice
to three mnen, perpetrates an inj ustice on
huhd-eds of others. I do not know that
the three men in question are suffering any
injustice. The amendment will perpetuate
the bad systemn of appointing mlen to high
positions irrespective of qualifications. I
think thle Bill is undesirable in itself, and I
cannot go so far as the amendment pro-
poses. Certain of the men referred to
were exceedingly fortunate in getting their
appointments. Certainly they have filled
their posts fairly wvell, but at the same
time they have been fairly well treated. If
it is desired to afford special treatment to
some one mlan, or even three men, it could
be done without a 13i1l, notwithstanding the
Public Service Act. I mov-,e an amiendmient
onl thle amnendmnent:

Thait the words, " or a clerk in the pro-
fessional division of the Crown Solicitor's
office " be struck out.

If those words are included, many persons
who should have an opportunity of pro-
mnotion will be debarred. The Public Scr-
vrice Commissioner mnust make the appoint-
ment from within the service if he can do
so. I know one man outside the service
who has had over 19 years experience as
a clerk of courts. It was a miere fluke that
he was not appointed in preference to Mr.
Geary.

The Attorney General : I propose to give
him anl opportunity next time.

Mr. MUNSIE:- But if the amlendment is
carried, the Minister will not be able to
do this.

Mr. IUJLLANY : I will support the
ameandmient on the amendment. if we
adopt the amendment we will be creating a.
dangerous position. When in our search
for magistrates we go outside thle ranks of
legal practitioners, we should be particularly
careful whomn we appoint. Indeed our
choice should be restricted to those who
have had considerable court training. The
amendment goes too far altogether. We
do not know how miany clerks are in the
professional division of the Crown Solicitor's

office, nor have we any idea of their respec-
tive experiences, It would be very danger-
ous to appoint a magistrate on the sole
qualification of 10 years service in thle Crown
Solicitor's office. Again, a man serving at
headquarters in thle Grown Solicitor's office
will have an undue advantage over a mian
doing perhaps more important wvork in a
remote centre. The leader of the Opposi-
tion says he would be agreeable to a pro-
vision to appoint the three gentlem-en who
have served as acting magistrates. I want
others who have done equally good work
to be given the same opportunity as those
three. There is grave danger of our going
too far.

Sitting suspended 6.15 to 7-30 p.m.

Hon. J. SOAI)OAN: I rather expected
to heir from the Attorney General before
this matter goes to [ile vote. The lion, gen-
tleman submitted this Bill to tie some tirae
ago with ain explanation of its purport, and

I took n~o exception. Thle view of thle memn-
ber for iKanowna, thle late Attorney General.
was the same as mine. ]f the Attorney Gen-
era] proposes to accept the amendment, I
maust show thme datnger of it. The filling of
vancancies is not, as has been stated by the
Attorne ,y -General provided for by regula-
tion. hut formns p~art of the Puiblic Service
Act. Section 38 p~rovides-

W\\henever a vacancy occurs in any office,
and it is expedient to fill such vacancy by
the promotion off an officer, the Governor
U1ay3, on the recommendation of time Coin-
iione-, subject to the provisions of this

Act, appoint to fill such Yacancyv an offi-
cer of the department in Which SLch1 VOe-
alley occurs, regard being had to the re-
lative efficiency, or, in the event of an
equality of efficiency of two or more offl-
cers, to Ihe relative seniority of the offi-
cers of such department; or appoint to
fill such vacancy any qualified officer from
any ofther department whom, on the
ground of efficienc y, or in the event of an

lualiM' of efflicey of two or more offi-
cers whoin, on the g-round of seniority, it
appears (desirabile so to alppoint, if it al)-
pears that such appointment would result
in the work of suchi office being more effi-
ciently performed than by selecting an
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officer from the department in which such
vacancy occurs-

Again, Section 44 of the Act provides-
Before an officer is proinoted from any

office to a higher office in the administra-
tive or professional or clerical- division,
there shall he submitted to the Governor
the. name of the officer recommended for
promotion to such higher office by the
Commissioner, after report from the per-
mnanent head; and any officer so recom-
mended may be lprolnoted by the Gover-
nor accordingly: Provided that, in
every, instance where a junior officer is re-
commended, the certificate of the Commis-
sioner he first issued certifying that there
is no senior officer available as capable of
satisfactory performing the duties.

If the Governor- in-Couincil disagrees with
the recommendation of the Commissioner,
further applications must be called.

The Attorney General: That would ap-
ply whether the amendment is carried or
not.

Hon- J. SCADDAN: But surely the At-
torney General appreciates that we ought
to he certain our magistrates are the most
capable men obtainable. Mly tview is that the
salaries of magistrates ought to be higher,
that we do not Pay our magistrates suifiicnt
to induce men of high standing in time legal
profession to accept magisterial positions.
The bulk of the cases affecting the less rich
class"s are decided where magistrates pre-
side; and, in my opinion, it is just as es-
sential to have their cases decided] by cap-
able men as to hare cases in the higher
courts decided by capable judges. The pre-
scribed examination for the post of magis-
trate has only recently been arranged for-
I believe, within the last 12 months. The
three men whio have been appointed acting-
magistrates having proved their qualifica-
tions, I think it fair that their appointments
should now be made permanent in the man-
ner proposed by the Attorney General. But
to go further and say that men who have
merely served as clerks of courts, who, have
never acted as magistrates, shall be eligible
for the magisterial bench would he wrong.
If such a provision was enac~ted, these men
would immediatel 'y take precedence, under
the Public. Service Act, of legal practitioners
outside the service. The Attorney General

may shake his head, but that would be the
position. By carrying the amendment we
shall be opening the door for people to take
positions in the Crown Solicitor's office
with a view to obtaining magisterial appoint-
men ts. Thus Ire should ran the risk of ob-
taining inferior magistrates; and, as I have
said, it is essential that our magitrates
should be thoroughly qualified men if only
to lprevent needless litig-ation by way of ap-
peal Jo higher courts. In providing- for the
three aeling magistrates whio have been re-
ferred to, we shall be doing all that is re-
q~uired. The Bill as introduced by the Attor-
ney General does all that is necessary, and
the amendment is superfluous and nmisehiev-
oius. I am not prepared to make it more
difficult to call in tlie servics of capabflle
lawyers ats magistrates. The higher the
sah-aries, I contead, the less the expense to
the general public using the magisterial
courts. I would prefer the payment of
much higher salaries than obtain to-day, in
order to attract men of the legal profession
who would not dreami of accepting the posi-
tion of magistrate under existing conditions.
There is no reason why we should make a
person who has been a clerk and who has
not passed an examination at all a magis-
trats .I ask the Attorney General to slick,
to his Bill.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The sec-
tions referred to hy the leader of the Op-
piosition do not override paragrap)hs (a)
and (h) of Section .30. 1 cannot go so far
as hias been stated, that the clauses mean a.
relative order of merit, but I do say they
are in two distinct classes. Paragraphs (a )
and (b) refer to persons presumably not
in the public service and paragraphs (c)
and (d) of the Bill which is before us relate
io a person who has served for five years
as an acting mnagistrate, or who has served
for five rears as a clerk of courts and for
three years as an acting magistrate. Those
are pesn in the service, and as between
thema and any competing persons the sec-
tions the leader of the Opposition has re-
ferred to cannot apply to paragraphs (a)
and (b). If it is desirable to appoint a
person with legal qualifications, or who has
passed the prescribed examination in law,
it will not be necessary to have regard to
these particular sections. Therefore, the
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amendment of the member for North Perth
will simiply add to the clause all persons in
the public service whbo may apply for the
positions. I am inclined to agree wvith the
member for IKanowna, who, after a long
experience in the position I now hold, came
into contact with muany mnen who are now'
in the service as clerks of courts and iningi'
registrars, some of whoin were referred to
by gPoldficlds members, and mnany of whomn
we know are well capable of filling the posts
of magistrates- or wardens in the country
districts. 'When the amendment came for-
ward, alt boug-h it was riot part and parcel
of my Bill, I1 regarded it as part and parcel
of lie samne prwinciple, and therefore 1 did
nut oppose it, and, in facti, I. said I would
accept it.

Amendment (i1[r. Mlunsie's) put and
passed.

Amendment (Mr. Smith's) as amended,
put and passed; the clause as, amiended
agreed to.

Bill reported writh an amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading.

The ATTORNE Y GENERAL (Roin. R.
T. Robinson-Canning) [7.551: 1 mnove-

That the Bill be zow, read a third time.
Hon. J. SCADDAN (Brownhill-'anhoe)

[7.56] : I object to the third roading being
moved at the present siting. There is no
uirgency for the measure to go throug-h at
the present stage. The Bill is not printed
in accordance with the Standing Orders.

The Premier: But the Standing Orders
are suspended.

Hon. J1. SCADDAN: We cannot sus-
pend the Standing Order TrquiTing a clean
print of the Bill to be made. If we do that
on this Bill we mnay do it in connection with
any other nieasure. After an niendment
has been made on a Bill it only requires to
stand over until thie following day, when a
clean print of the Bill can he obtained. I
object tri aiendments being miade and be-
ing irut into the Bill in either typewritten or
handw; tten formi.

The Premier: Yu have (lone it hundreds
of times.

Hron. J. SC'ADDA9N: The third reading-
of this; Bill can eaqily take place to-morrow.

The Premier: We will lose a day.

lion. J. SCAIDDAN: No, because it will
he a forial miotion at the next sitting and
it can reach the Legislative Council a few
muinutes inter.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson-
Sussex) [7.58]: The Standing Orders are
suspended so that we may pass measures
through all their stages at one sitting and
receie messages from the Legislative
Council and consider and return them
at one sitting. The object is to ex-
pedite thie business of the House so
that we may terminate this session of nine
mionths. There is very little business re-
mainhmre to be done and we should get our
Work finished. This is the course that is
alwa ys followed at the end of the session.
The lion. member himself has done it often
enough and on scores of occasions, when I
was leader of the Opposition, I had to dis-
cuss a Bill mnerely on the introductory re-
mnarks of the Mlinister who moved it, be-
cause it was desired to get through the work
of the session.

1{on. J. Scaddan: Tell mne how this will
help yIOU.

The PREM'IIER: We can get a clean
print of I he Bill before the Legislative
Council when it meets.

Hron. J. scaddan : YOU wvill get it through
hialf an hour after mneeting in thle ordinary
Wal.

rTe PREMIER: The v can deal with it
in the same way and put it through its first
reading stage.

Hon. J. Scaddan : They Cannot pmit it on
the Notice Paper.

The PREMNIER: They could pass the first
reading7 after a mnessage goes along to-night,
and they can consider it to-morrow.

Hfon. J7. Seaddan: You cannot send it up
to-igh-lt.

'[he PR EMTER: It can he read a first
Iline.

11on. J1. SCADDAN1 (Brown Hlill-Ivan-
hoe) [.11: I do not raise any objection to
the 'rapid passage of Bills at this stage of
the session, but I do object to take a, course
which is undesirable without it being essen-
tial or helpful. This Bill cannot be sent
to thne Leg-islative Council by message in its
present form. There has to be a clean print
of it showing Itie amnendments made in Corn-
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uhittee, and this can only reach the Legisla-
tire Council to-morrow. I am not object-
ing in the ease of this Bill only.

The Premier: You have done it scores of
tInes. yourself.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: No. Where a Bill
has been passed and no amendments have
been made, it has been possihle to send a
clean print to the Legislative Council
straighbt away in the circumnstances. I ob-
ject to this being done when a Bill contains
amendments which are not in the print; of
the Bill. 'We should follow the usual prac-
tice of the House, and send a clean print
of the Bill by message to another place. It
does not exp.-edite the Bill in any way to do
as the Premier proposes, and introduces a
bad practice which is undesirable because it
is not essential.

Question put anid passed.
Bill read a third time, and transmitted to

the Legislative Council.

BILL-ROADS ACT A-MENDMENT.
Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R.
T'. Rohinson-Canning) [8.41 : In moving
the secnond reading said: This is a Bill for
-in Act to amend "The Roads. Act of 1.911."'
Under Part 1I. of "The Land Act of 1898,"
and under "The Land Act Amendment Act
of 1904,"1 licenses and permits may issue
to fell timber on Crown lands, State forests,
and on timber reserves. There is marketable
as well as ornamental timber on the un-
made roads of the timber areas. Suich roads
do not come within the meaning of waste
Crown lands. hut are vested in the roads
boards. Section 14.5 of "The Roads Act of
1911" states that there shall vest in the
hoard within the district in which the same
resp~ectively are:-(a) all roads; (b) all
buildings; and (c) all timber and indigen-
ous or ornamental trees and shrubs. The
object of the BUi is to enable the Minister
to issue licenses and permits to cut timber
on uncleared roads just as licenses are issued
in respect to waste lands of the Crown.
Under this Bill, so far as hoards think fit
to clear their roads to a reasonable width for
traffic they may do so, and that width under
the Bill is fixed at 33 feet. All the timber

felled in the process of such clearing may
1)8 disposed of by the board. They may also
fell certain timber for bridge culverts and
fences, that is to say, half the timber on the
road, while actually belonging to the hoard,
maiy he utilised and disposed of, and they
mar also fell timber for the use of eulverts,
bridges, and fences. But until the hoards
hare effected a clearing of the roads for
traffic it is proposed that the Forest Depart-
ment shall issue licenses for the cutting and
removal or timber on the roads just as
licenses are granted for the waste hinds of
the Crown. In the south-western distrits,
many of the roads, .in fact most of the roads,
are covered with beautiful shade trees and
foliage of an ornamental character, which
should not be desecrated for mere utility.
Much of that timber should be allowed to
stand, andl the Minister controlling the
forests would, in his discretion, say' which
timher should be allowed to stand,' and if
lie were applied to , which timber should be
allowed to hie felled, and then only a width
of 33 feet through such forest land would.
in ally event be entered upon iby the roads
hoard. T more-

T'hat the B3ill be nu rend a second time.
Mr. WILLMOTT (Nelson) [S8.6] : There

s one point I -would like to have made per-
teeth' clear before giving my vote on the
Bill. Under the present Act certain roads
boards derive considerable revenue from the
sale of timiber. In the ease of the WAarren
road board, the revenue must come to quite
.4 considlerable amouint from the timber
which theLy sell annuiially. If this Bill is
passed I take it they will lose tis revenue.
This particular hoarld are in the position
that thle State sawmills hold most of the per-
mnit areas in this Warren board. They pay
no rates.

Hon. WV. C. Angwvin: How long since?
'The MNinister for Works: And use no

roads.

Mr. ILL3IOTT: If this permit area had
been held by lprivate companies, this par-
ticular -road board would gain a very con-
siderable amnount in the way of rates.

The Premier: You cannot sacrifice the
beauty of your roads for the matter of a
few~ pounds in rates.

%fr. WILLMOTT: I agree with the re-
Marks of the Attorney General in regard to
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tile preservation of shade trees. Many of
our roads in the south-west have been
ruined by the ruthless destruction of tim-
ber, trees which might have greatly adde6d to
the beauty of the drives, and in my opinion
added to the facilities for keeping these
roads in order, because if the roads are de-
nuded of timber the drainage trouble is
going to be greater than it is to-day from
the storm waters. I should like tile assur-
ance of thle Minister that this particular
road board and other road boards in a simi-
tar position, would be assured that they
will be paid a reasonable rate from the
State sawmills permit areas, and that a pro-
portion of the revenue derived from these
.rates would be handed over to them. They
get no rates from these permit areas, and if
we take this source of revenue from them, I
do not know how they will carry on. I hope
the Attorney Oeneral will give the matter
serious consideration.

Hon. WV. C. ANOWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [S.3] I think the Bill goes in the
righlt direction. Road boards are allowed
to clear 33 feet and surely that is sufficient
so far a-, any road is concerned in flie coun-
try districts. The Warren river roads
board would have been paid rates if they
bad onl 'y taken the matter fairly into eon-
sidleration. They were nor satisfied with re-
ceivingl the rates from the Government in
the same manner as they would have re-
ceived them from the privnie companies.
They charged rates far and above the
amount wvhich was received by the Govern-
meat in the way of revenue. That being
so, whilst 1 agree that they should have rates
on a fadir basis, they do not desire to net
fairly but desire to claium rates which the
Act does not entitle theml to receive. This
Bill provides that they shall clear roads and
cut down any trees in order to formn a road,
hot outside the :33 feet wvidth they' must get
tlhe p-ermission of the 11intister. The Bill
docev not say that they shall not have any
revenule fronm these roads. These road hoards
do not require a chain road, but if they
thought11 there was a possibility of getting
any revenule out of their reads I doubt if
they would be satisfied with two-chain roads.
They have power under the Act to declare
roads anywhere.

Mr. Willmott: A, lot of our roads are two
chains in width.

Hon. WV. C. ANOGWIN: The consequence
is that -they cut through some beautiful
stretches of timber and declare a public
road, and sell the timber probably cheaply
to somne person who makes a considerable
sumn out of it. Again, timber is often cut
down at a time when it is not required.
Furthermore, a 3Sf t. road is more than they
can keep in order. If we go down through
the State saw mills district we find that there
ale really no roads at all.

Mr. Willmott: Because you spoilt them.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There was noth-
ing to spoil.

'Mr. Willinott: There were good roads be-
fores you staried carting the timber over
tem.

Hon. J. Seaddan: WT here?
Mr. WNilinot:, From Manjimup to War-

ren House.

Hell. 111. C. ANTGWIN: In the townships
where the principal mills are, not a penny
has been expended on the roads. Grants were
given in order that health measures should
be taken, bitt an officer had to he sent down
froma Perth to see whether the buildings
were kept in suitable condition.

-Mr, W"illmott: They poisoned everything
in the district.

Hon. WV. C. ANGWQYV: What I am say-
ing does not only refer to where the State
sawmills are; it refers to other districts
also. There are roads likely to be out in
every part of the State which might in-
volve tile destruction of timber or the sell-
ing- of large quantities of timber, which the
Government should have first say in regard
to the disposal of. I think this Bill goes
in the right direction.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. B.
T. Robinson-Canning-in reply) [8.12]:
The Bill itself provides that as most of the
roads are now% Ofift., one chain in
width, on one half of that, 33 feet, the road
board may remove and dispose of all the
limber for their own lpurposes. In other
words the road boards take half the timber
growing on the roads.

Mr. Willmott: Half a lout is hatter than
no bread.
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The ATTORNEY GENER-AL: The boa.
mnember asked we whether the Bill contains
these Jprovisions and I say it does.

Mr. Lambert: Does the Minister propose
'to iSue licenses for the clearing of the whole
.of the roads V

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No. The
idea in connection with the Bill is to prevent
the clearing of roads. In connection with
-the Collie roads hoard, they have already
sold every tree and every stick of timber
on the roads ia their district. It was that
which reallyr drew thle attention of the Coy-
erment to this inatter and broulght about
the introduction of this Bill. What would
happen if thle Warren roads board were to
sell the whole of thle timber in their dis5trict
now growing on these beautiful roads run-
ning through the south-west, which are
a national asset to Western Australia?

Mr. Tay, lor:- Look at the timber on the
side of thle roads from Armadale down to
Harvey.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I think
the Bill mneets the roads boards fairly in iii-
lowing them to hav-e half the timber on thle
roads' They may dispose of that timber or
give it away as they choose.

Question put nd passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, efreteni.
Mr[. Hlolman in the Chanir; thle Attorney

Ceneral in charge of the Bill.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment and
time report adopted.

Read a third tune and transmitted to the
Legislative Council.

BILL-RACING RESTRICTION-\.

Second Reading.
The ATTORNEY GENERALb (Hon. R.

T. Robinson- Canning-) [S.18]. in moving
[he second reading said: This is a Bill for
an Act for the restriction of hiorse-racing
and trotting'

Hon. J. Seaddan: What did you call the
Betting Suppression Bill?

H~on. T. Waker: What is the difference
between racing and trotting7

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The ATTORNEY ;GENERAL. The ob-
fret of thle Bill is Po stop unregistered rac-
ing- and restrict the number of race meet-
ings. The license of the WV.A. Turf Club
is required tnder the Bill before any race
meeting can be lawfully hleld. This how-
ever, does not apply to trotting.

Hon. J. Seaddan: Ohl
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The Bill

has been approved by the W.A. Turf Club,
by, the unreg-istered associations, and by the
IV.A. Trotting Association.

Hon. 3. Seaddan: I. should think it- was.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: And by
the leader of the Opposition.

Hon. J. Scaddan:. No chance.
The ATTOR-NEY GEINERAL: Giood-

wood will he registered and licensed, and all
other unregistered meetings closed down.

Mr. Taylor: Not a bad proposal for Goad-
wood.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: H1orse-
racing in tlhe metropolitan aten, that is to
say within 30 miles of the Perth town hall,
will be restricted to 76 mneetings, a year
inclusive of the W.A. Turf Club's meetings.
The only unreg-istered course will be Good-
wvood. The W.A, Tulrf Club tins statutory
authority by its lprivate Act to use thle total-
isator, and registration with the AV.A. Turf
Club constitutes any association. a bona Mie
club within the mevaning of the Totalisator
Act, and as such it May, With tile authority
of the Colonial Treasurer. use thie totalisator.
Trle Bill requires all trotting meetings to
he licensed by the W.A. Ti-ott ing Associa-
tion. Except in the case of thle W.A. Turf
(l and associations registered with that
club. tile totalisator can only be lawfully
used by the license of thle Colonial Treas-
urer in his absolute discretion under the
Totalisator Act, 1912.

Hon. J1. Scaddan: Whyv the distinction?
Thle ATTORNEY GENER3AL: I am

stating- the law as it stands. Thle number
of trotting meetings is therefore practically
limited by the Tuotalisator Regulation Act,
No. 19 of 1912? and will be reduced b3y the
Colonial Treasurer.

Bon. J. Sead dan: Tell us in what way.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: Could we not re-

duce it altogether in this Bill?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is

desired by the W.A. Tuirf Club that, except
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as expressly provided by this Bill, its rights
and privileges should not be affected. It
is not the intention to interfere with these
rights, powers and privileges, and in Com-
mittee a clause will be moved so that there
may be no doubt as to this.

I-on. W-1. C. Angwin: Why interfere with
the rights of Bicton?

The ATTORNEY GE NERAL: As there
has been some doubt on the point I think,
in the public mind and certainly in the
minds of hon. members of this House who
have spoken to me on the subject, I propose
to tell the House the provisions of the vani-
ous Total isator Acts, so that tlhey miay under-
stand the position with reference to the total-
isator, because they must apply those prin-
ciples to the Bill before the House, By the
Act of 1.883, -which legalised the use of the
totalisator, is is lawful for any bona fide
club established for the promotion of horse-
racing to use the totalisator. The Perth
raceecourse was granted to trustees for the
W.A. Turf Club in the year 1877, but it
was not until 1892 that the club was ineor-
porated by Act of Parliament. However,
it was a bona tide club within the meaning
of the Tfotalisator Act, 1888, and its private
Act of 1892 expressly authorised the club
to nmake ly-laws for the use of the totalisa-
tor- In ]899 the Totalisator Act Amend-
ment Act of that year u-as passed, in which it
was recited that it was expedient to define
more clearly the meaning- of the bona fide
club as mentioned in the Totalisator Act,
and it wvas then enacted that it should ba
lawful for the Colonial Treasurer to autho-
rise any club or company incorporated or
otherwise registered by the WV.A. Turf Club,
to use the totalisator, and that such autho-
rity should constitute it a bona fide club
within thie meaning of the Totalisator Act.
In 1902 the Criminal Code enacted the law
relating to betting houses. Section 211 of
the reprint of 1913 contains a. declaratory
clause stating- that the NVWA. Turf Chlb, and
any other club incorporated or otherwise re-
gistered by the W.A. Turf Club and autho-
rised by the Colonial Treasurer, may law-
fully use the totalisator. Such authority of
the Treasurer would not he revocable. The
registration by the W.A. Turf Club nnder
its rules must be annual, and such renewal
is in the discretion of the W.A. Turf Club.

Therefore, prior to the Totalisator Act of
1912, the betting laws Prohibited the use of
the totalisator except by the W.A. Turf
Club or some other club having the autho-
rity of the Colonial Treasurer and regis-
tered by the W.A. Turf Club. The Totali-
sator Regulation Act of 1912 enabled 1he
Colonial Treasurer, in his uncontrolled dis-
cretion, to issuie totalisator licenses to other
clubs, Every such license expires on 31st
December, and is revocable at any time by
the Colonial Treasurer in his discretion.
And no license can be granted unless the
Colonial Treasurer is satisfied that no pro-
fits or gainis of the club are divisible amongst
members. The Totalisator Regulation Act
applies to trotting races as well as horse-
racing. No license is required by the W.A.
Turf Club or any club registered by it, and]
authorised by the Treasurer to use the tota-
lisator, because tie use by such clubs of the
totalisator was already recognised by law.
Such clubs, however, are required to pay the
equivalent of the fee payable for a license.
Therefore, put in a word or two, the W.A.
Turf Club mnay use the totalisator arid, in
-order to restrict it, we must do it by statute
by resticting the number of days as is done
in the Bill. The Trotting Association can-
not use Cte totalisator without the consent
and approval of the Colonial Treasurer,
and, therefore, without such consent, the
Trottine- Association cannot carry on, for it
cannot earn' Oil without the totalisator; and
the number of racing days can therefore be
restricted by the Colonial Treasure lieen sing-
the use of the totalisator for a specified
number of days only. I move-

Ilhat the Bill be noic read a second tinie

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) [8.27]: 1 do not
intend to offer any great. objection to the
Bill. I believe that it has been the wish of
the pcop~le of the metropolitan area for
some time past that racing should be re-
duced in some manner, and when that re-
duction is proposed, I am glad that it is
dlone in a straightforward manner, and not
by means of some Bill which members do
not thoroughly understand the meaning of.

Hon. W. C. Angw in: Do you understand
this Bill? I do not.

ATr. FOLEY: I have looked through the
Bill, and I think that when the hon. member
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-does the same he will be able to understand
it. In fact, I think the member for North-
East Fremantle does know something about
the Bill already, because I have heard him
speak of a place called Bieton. Apparently
lie wvishies only to look into that part of the
Bill dealing with Bicton. If he finds the
cesusLI otf opinion in the House is against
him the hon. member will be able to say that
hie put uip a good fight hut was beaten. I
have no wish to pit my racing knowledge
apgainst the member for North-East Frc-
inantle, and desire to say only that now that
racing is to be restricted the only question
to be considered is the manner ott it. The
Attorney General has said, in effect, that
racing on all courses is to be -reduced. I
contend it is not the dutty of this House to
differentiate between the forms of racing-.
If we wish to do0 that there is avalilable,
and has been for some months past, the re-
port of the select committee on horseracing.
If they have not read it, they have not taken
that interest in it which would qualify, them
to express an opinion on the suhbjeet. The
restric-tion of racing is necessary, and( fihe
restriction proposed in the Bill is fair and
equitable. The Bill does niot deal with gold-
fields racing. The goldfields can settle their
own differences in that regard without corn-
ing for a. Bill ait all. 'I'hle question of the
totalisator is one xvliich the Attorney Gen-
eral and] his colleag'ues mutst have studied
very closely. It should be discussed from a
purely n -lon-party standpoint. By special
Act of Parliament the W.A.T.C. have the
sole control of the totalisator on their course.
This is denied to other clubs. Thle totalisator
is under the control of the Treasurer, and
therefore it is a wise precaution also toh~ave
tile control of dates under the same MN~inis-
ter. This question of dates, of course, will
require exhaustive discussion in Committee.
If we are going to curtail racing. it is of no
u1se going- into the merits or demerits of one
or another class of racing-; rather should we
deal with thle question as a whole. We de-
sire to see the best class of horse here.

Mr. H-iekmutt: Draug-ht horses.

Mr. 'FOLEY: And we want other horses
ais well. Whether it be gallopers or trotters,
we should have only the best. Thle racing
vlubs canl do a great deal towards improving
the breed of horses. At the present time

many men are under the bairn of the
W%.AT.C., ad in consquence are operating
on unregistered courses, Two of them I
know to be thoroughly clean-living, right-
thinking ien. There are also good jockeys
under the bainu of the W.A.T.C., several of
them the sole support of their mothers
and sisters. When the proposed amalgama-
tion is g-iven effect to I trust that these lads
and men will have a fair deal. If I thought
the W.A.T.C. wore to have autocratic power
and would use it in the direction of denying,
without full consideration, any mean or boy
the righit to follow his avocation, I would
not be so ready'% to support the Bill. I would
like an assurance fromn time -Minister on this
point. I -anit to see juistice done to those
tinea and] boys at present nader the bann of
thle W.A.T.C. I trust the second reading
will be carried, because undoubtedly there is
need for some restriction of racing. When
the late Government expressed a desire that
raein-, should he restricteri, every clab in
the State voluntarily' curtailed its racing.
If there is to he a further curtailment, it
is ouir duty to see that the racing- is not
re-otricted ble ,yond that point at whi thme
chlbs canl mlake their courses play,. I regard
thle Bill as bingil fair nd equitable, not only
to the owners of race horses., hut to the
generall public as well.

Hion. W. C. AN WN(Northi-East Fre-
maintle) (s-401 :By' way of interjection the
miembher for Leonora (Mr. Fole y) advisied
mle to read time Bill. Judging1 hrv his remarks
Ido not thiink hie has read it himself. For

instance, lie said thie Bill did not touch thme
goldtields at all. As a matter of fact, it
touches every p-art of Western Australia.
It limits the race meetings within 30 miles
of the Perth town hail, hot it refers also to
thle golldfields. Race mneeti*cs within 30
miles of the Perth town hall are to be
limited to 76 per annum. Outside that area.
there mayv be as much racing- as is desired.
even op to the record of last Chiristmas,
whlen we hiad eigrht ruetiasgs in six days,.
Undoubtedlyv the public hias demanded
a curtailment of racing. I am in accord
w-ithm the Bill in that respect, hat I cannot
see why, if there is to be curtailment, it
should be wade at one cor-se only, namely
Bieton. I have always made a practice of
Lroing over every portion of my electorate
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and making myself acquainted with what is
going on in it.

IMr. Willmott: Did you ever back a "stiff
run" at Bicton?

Hon. W. C. ANO-WIN: No, I have never
had a penny on any horse there.

Mr. Taylor: I suppose you have had on
other courses.

Hon. IV; C. ALRN-WN: N.\o. All that I ask
for is fair play. The Attorney General said
that it was not fair to interfere with the
rights and privileges of the trotting clubs.
Bicton was in existence many years before
the trotting clubs came along.

Mr. Underwood: It is not ft to race on,
anyhow.

Hon. WV. C. ANGIVIN: The bon. mem-
ber can speak presently. I am basing my
opinions on the recommendations of select
committees appointed by the House. One
of the most prominent detectives in Perth
declared before a select committee that
Bicton race course has been run equally as.
well as other courses, and that the clas s of
people visiting it is quite equal in point of
respectability to those to be found on the
registered race courses. That -was the evi..
deuce of Mr. Mann-

Hon. J. Scaddan: A day or two after he
had lad a good win down there.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The witness ema-
p~hasised the great improvement that had
taken place there during late years. The
course has been improved considerably
since that evidence was taken.

Mr. Smith: Who are the owners of Bie-
ton?

Hon. WV. C. ANOWINV: I do not know.
Mr. Smith: Have they raised an objec-

tion to the Bill!?

Hon. WV. C. ANGflN: The roads board
have, at all events. On the 8th December,
290.5, a select committee appointed by this
House recommended as follows--

That the Kensington Park race club
and the Fremantle race club should be
licensed by the Government, and that no
further licenses be granted.

T believe a secret meeting has been held--
the member for Leonora said he was pleased
to know that this was not being done in an
underhand way-a secret meeting consisting
of representatives of various racing clubs.
I do not know whether the Minister was in

it. He may have been, seeing that he draftedt
the Bill. He interjected just now that the
leader of the Opposition was in favour of
the Bill. Well, the leader of the Opposition
might have been in the secret mueeting also,
so far as I know. The fact is that a secret
meeting has been held; and, so far as ITean
gather, the decision arrived at is to reduce
race meetings within the metropolitan area..
'With that 1 am in accord; but One Of the
conditions laid down for the reduction is.
that the only racecourse in the Fremantle
district shall be closed down. Around the
city of Perth there are quite a number of
race chibs, hut, in spite of that fact, the only
club chosen for closing down is the Fre-
mantle club. One of the witnesses before the
select committee to which I have referred
was Mir. Holmes, who was a member of the,
W.A.T.C. At that time there was a regis-
tered jockey club at Fremantle, and it was
found that fair consideration could not be
obtained by that club from the W.A.T.C.
The number of racing dates allotted to the
club was such as to leave it considerably in
debt. Somehow or other it seemns to have.
been the object of the W.A.T.C., according
to the evidence of Mir. Holmes--who as a
member of the W.A.T.C. would naturally
not be anxious to criticise it-to refuse fair
consideration to time Fremantle club. Had
that club receilved reasonable treatment, it
could have raced as successfully as any
other club in the State. On the passing of
this Bill it will be impossible to establish
any further racecourses in the metropolitan
area without the consent of the W.A.T.C.
Thus f3renntlc would be barred for ever
from getting a racecourse. To-day there is a
racecourse in the Fremantle district, and
the roads board of the district do not desire-
that that racecourse should be abolished, be-
cause during the past two years they have.
expended something like £C13,000 or £14,000-
on a tramway to give access to the course.
That tramway yields a very fair revenue on
race days and holidays. Immediately the-
Bicton course is abolished, the roads hoard
will suffer an injustice in the loss of re-
ceipts from the tramway. The report of'

the select committee of 1905 recommended
that Bicton and Kensington raccourses.
should be licensed by the Government, T
know the desire of the present Government
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is to pass the responsibility on to some
other body. The Government can, howerer,
refer to the police and to the detectives for
information regarding the conduct of the
Bicton racecourse, According to Detectiv-e
Sergeant M~ann, first Mr. Farrell, and inter
I "r. Clydesdale, gav-e every possible assist-
ance in liarving the Bieton racecourse con-
dueted as respectably as any registered
course. The Attorney General says, "We are
going to reduce racing;" and yet by this
Bill hie will permit trotting on avery night
,of the week. I may say I have seen only one
trotting meeting, andithat. was at Kalgoorlie
and the meeting was respectably conducted.
At all events, this Bill wrill not restrict trot-
ting. t'nder the measure there is nothing to
prevent the holding of trotting meetings
twice a day. And, in the face of that, the
Government propose to enter into an agree-
nient with the W.A.T.C. for the abolition of
tine only racecourse in the Frenmantle district.
All I ask is fair play and equal considera-
tion for each district-fair play and equal
,consideration for Fremantle. The one race-
-course of Fremantle ought not to be closed
down by Act of Parliament. An arrange-
ment couild be made for the holding of a
few races during the course of the year at
Bicton. Had such an arrangement been
made, there would not have been a word of
comp~laint from the Fremuantle people as
to the Bill. With all due respect to the At-
torney General, I do not think the lion. gen-
tleman. would have entertained the idea of
abolishing Goodwood or Belmont. I
hope the MAinister will use his influ-
ence in the direction I have sug-
gested, and while curtailing racingo treat
the Fremantle district with justice. I
regards trotting, I fail to see why that
should not be put on the same footing as
galloping- in point of restriction. If trotting
were reduced to one meeting per fortnight,
it would be quite often enough. I am en-
tirely in accord with the Attorney General
in his effort to reduce racing, but I seriously
ask him to discuss the question of racing
in Fremantle with the W.A.T.C. and to en-.
deavour to let Bieton hare a few meetings
annually.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [8.59]: 1
am sorry this measure has been introduced

in the dying days of the session, and I am
sorry also that the Government have not
brought in a comprehensive Bill to deal with
racing generally. There is one feature of
the measure which 1 shall attempt to amend
in Conunittee. I do not believe in proprie-
taryracing- in any shape or form. I do
not believe in a private individual owning or
controlling a racecourse, and when the Bill
is in Committee I will endeavour to limit
the life of the Bill and the life of these
racecourses.

Mr. Taylor: Nation alise them.
Mr. LAMIBERT: Yes, nationalise them.

I think lion, members who wish to see rac-
ing regulated in Western Australia, will
support some amendment so as to give a
limited life to proprietary racecourses. On
the goldfields we hare a couple of race-
courses which are a credit to the State.
They are controlled for the good of the
people of the goldfields. But here we find
that there are three or four proprietary
elubs and they are allowed to conduct meet-
ings for private g-ain. I think there will be
an endeavour made to limit the life of these
cou1rSes as far as trotting is concerned. 1
would like to see this form of sport take
place in . the daytime. I understand, how-
ever, that it is impossible for the association
to get a suitable round on which to carry
on this sport in the daytime. Even so, it
would be difficult for them to secure dates
in the daytime,' because the proprietary
clubs have most of them already earmarked.
That is why the Trotting Association h-ave
been forced to race at nighbt time. We must
dleal with the proprietary clubs, and if we
give sanction to the Bill as it stands, in
three or four years' time the clubs we are
allow'ing to race at ltme present time will
have an absolute monopoly. So far as rac-
Ing is concerned, I would like to see it
carried on under the entire control of the
W.A. Turf Club or some similar body, which
will conduct the meeting for the public
g ood.

Mr. Smith: The Bill proposes that.

Mr. LAM1BERT: It does not; it will still
allow proprietary clubs to carry on for
private gain. It would be better all rond
if we had separate control by the Turf Club.
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I. intend to support the second reading of
the Bill.

Air. W1LLMOTT (Nelson) (9.7]: 1 wp-
tend to support thie second reading of the
Bill, It is a step in the right direction.
We have an absolute surfeit of racing, and
it is time sonic measure was brought in to
turtail and control it.

Ar. Tiaylor; Give us some proof;- that is
a bald statement.

Mir. WI ILLMOTT: The proof is inl the
select committee's report.

Mlr. Underwood: That poor old tripe!
Mr. WILLMOTT: There is not the slight-

est doubt that the W.A. Turf Club has lost
control of the sport. Other clubs have
sprung up, and it is desirable that we should
have one body to control racing. This Bill
will give the W.A. Turf Club the right to
control racing. 'That is a step in the right
direction. I hope the Trotting Association
will continue to control trotting and not
let the reins of government slip out of their
hands as the Turf Club has done in the
past. We heard a strong plea pu.)t up for
the Ilicton course, but certain evidence which
was taken by the select committee regarding-
that course gave reasons why that course
should ha closed. A certain witness stated,
"I strongly recommntd that Bicton as a
racecourse be closed. It is not a suitable
place to race on."

Mr. Taylor: Who was that?
Mr. WILLMOTT: Mr. Samuel Butler.

He wvas asked if hie had had experience, and
replied that lie had won as much as Bieton
as anywhere else, but that it was a danger-
ous course ail the same, and that more
accidents had happened there than on all '
the other courses in the State. This witness
added that the turns were not safe, and in
summer time the tan and sand was an inch
aind a half deep. ]f whalt that witness said
is correct, this course should be closed in
the interests of racing. I understand there
is a main street running through this race-
course, and it is any man's privilege to
stand in the middle of that street daring the
progress of a race and refuse to move. If
the evidence is correct, the member for
North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. An-
gwin) would be the last, I am sure, to
advocate that that course should be per-
mitted to continue to exist.

IMNfr. IHolman: You are stretching it very
considerably.

Air. WILLAtIOTT: I am giving the evi-
dence word for word. I visited the course
myself, and I must confess that it did not
strike me us being so very dangerous.

Mir. Foley: How did you get on at Bieton.
on that day 9

Mir. WILLMOTT: I did not get on at
all; 1 struck a badl day. I think we might
be meeting the wishes of lion. members if
we place([ somic restriction on trotting. .I
take it at the present time the Government
have power, through the totalisator, to deal.
with it, and if it is considered necessary
to limit tie number of race meetings, I am
prepared] to support a reasonable reduction-

I-on. J. Seaddan: What would you call
reasonable?

Mr. WILLMOTTl: Somewhere a bout
forty.

Mtr, Underwvood: A reduction of forty
would be reasonable.

Mr, WYILLMOTT: I intend to support
[lhe Bill.

Mr. IJOLMAN (Murchison) [9.13] : Gen-
erally speaking, I support the meas~ure. 1
think the Government should have gone fur-
tlher and taken over the control of racing
themselves. A statement has been made
that, in certain lnrts of the State ire could
have on unlimited number of meetings.
That is not so, because this measure places
the entire control of racing in the hands
of the WV.A. Turf Club, and no meeting can
be held unless a license in writing is ob-
tainierl from the Turf Club. Even at the
present time on the Eastern Goldfields ar-
rangements must be niade with the Turf
Club as to the number of meetings to he
held there. This to my mind is consider-
able power indeed. Tli- hon. member who
Inst spoke stated that racing had been
allowed to get out of bounds. I hardly
agree with that. It has kept fairly wvell in
bounds. In some instances the restrictions
have been rather too great in my opinion.
1 do not agree with full power being placed
in the hands of the W.A.T.G., because the
Goverinment should have a little more power
and responsibility in looking after the
racing in this State, just as is done in some
of the Eastern States. Take, for instance,
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the power of the W.A. Turf Club. Every
person engaged in racing is entirely within
their control. There are many questions
which crop up on which there should be
some right of appeal, and a representative
of the Government should he there to whomu
that appeal could be made in the event of
any of these nmtters cropping up. Under
this. measure there is no power of appeal
from the WV.A. Turf Club. I have been a
member (if that club for many years. I
sp~eak also fromn a little insidle knowledgre of
the racing game itself. I agree with the
method of taking- in unregistered racing. I
wVas one of those who gave some little as-
,sislance at the time when the control of un-
registered racing was taken over nn the
Eastern Goldields by the registered racing,
and the result has been satisfactory in every
way. It has meant a settlement of the rac-
ing difficulty on the Eastern Goldfields. It
has also reduced the days of racin~g by
about 50 per cent. The intention of the
metropolitan area is to take over the un-
registered racing. I do not think we should
hiave two 'casses of racing in the State at
all. It is detrimental to the best interests
of the sport. Once racing people leave the
proper registered racing clubs there should
be no place of refuge for themi to go. The
whole power is to be placed in the hands of
one club. B 'y statute this club is legalised
to the fullest extent, and absolute power is
g iven to it in every possible direction. I
maintain that there should be some other
power, other than within the W.A. Turf
Cluh, which would hare something to do
with racing beyond the W.A. Turf Club.
I would like to know from the Minister in
charge of the Bill what the arrangements
are which have been made with the W.A.
Turf Club in connection with those who are
eng-aged in the racing game on unregistered
courses at the present time. We know that
there is a considerable number of horses,
trainers, jockeys and owners who are in-
terested in the game on the unregistered
courses. Seeing that the intention is to
take full control of racing, I would like to
know whether it is the intention of the W.A.
Turf Club to give an entire and free right
to all. those engaged in unregistered courses
-to race on the registered courses.

Mr. Taylor: You are a member of the
daub; you ought to know.

Mr. HOLMAN: A member of the club
has very little to say except once a year.
This was the question on the goldflelds. I
think they should take in alt the horses and
trainers and owners and all those connected
with racing on unregistered courses. We
should have an assurance from the Arinister
Chat no person engaged in racing on any
One course should be penalised, but should
he allowed to take part in the game if he
so desires.

Ron. J. D. Connally (Honorary Minis-
ler) : Take in the whole of the unregistered
courses and jockeys without question?

'Mr. HOLMAN: Yes, as is done at the
presetnt time on the gold fields.

Hon. J. Scaddan: They do it on the gold-
fields.

Mr. HOLMAN: I want the Minister to
g-ive that assurance.

The Attorney General: I Will answer you.
Mr. HOLMMA : Will the 'Minister

answer by interjection, because if he does
it will save me further labouring the ques-
tion ? This is a phase of the matter
which should receive consideration.

The Attorney General: I am given to
understand that they are taking everything
over, and those who are taken over will
be pledged to the rules of the W.A. Turf
Club.

M r. HOLMAN: I quite agree with
that, and satisfied with the assurance.

The Attorney General: I made that
inquiry.

Mr. HOL-MAK, : We will accept that
as having the weight of authority. Once
they come in under the WV.A. Turf Club
they should be under the rules and regu.
lations of that club, and if they break any
of the rules they should be subject to the
severest penalty. I am satisfied with the
assurance of the Minister. So far as the
Bic ton racecourse is concerned, I see no
reason why the people in Fremantle should
not have a race meeting or two every year,
if they so desire, and I see no reason why
Mridland Junction, or Canning, or Belmont,
or Perth itself should be able to have a
race meeting and that Fremantle should
be debarred. I do not think that the
Bieton racecourse is a suitable one upon
which to hold race meetings. I should like
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to see a provision placed in the measure, or
an assurance given by the W.A. Turf
Club, that in the event of a suitable race-
course being made at Fremnantle they would
endeavour to give the club fair consider-
ation and enable them to hold meetings
there at various periods of the year.

Air. Carpenter: Half a dozen meetings
would satisfy them.

Mr. HOLMAN : We do not want half
a dozen meetings, but I think they should
be entitled to somewvhere about that
number.

The Attorney General :They have
power to do that under the Bill.

Mr. HOLMTAN We desire to have
the point made clear so that the Fremantle
people may understand that when instead
of the 20 race meetings which are now held
at Bicton every year, a lesser numiber is
given to them ; this is due solely to the
reason that the racecourse is not yet a
suitable one. I should like to get an
assurance from the Minister that if the
racecourse at Bicton is made suitable the
W.A. Turf Club will give them fair con-
sideration.

The Attorney Genera! I cannot commit
the WV.A. Turf Club on that point.

Mr. HOLMAN: The Minister spoke to
me about this measure. Generally speak-
ing, I agree with the effort to bring about a
restriction or a reduction in racing in the
metropolitan area because I think there
has been too much racing here during
the past few years. Generally, I agree
with the terms of the Bill. Although a
member of the W.A. Turf Club I am of
opinion that some other provision should
be made for an appeal even against the
action of the WVA. Turf Club, which is a
powerful body and wvill bea more so when
the Bill comes into law.

The Attorney General: To whom would
you appeal?

Mvr. HOLMAN : I would prefer to see
the Coverrnent have a, fuller responsibility
in the control of racing, the same as ap-
pertains in Victoria.

Mir. Thlomson : Suppose they disqualify
a man?

M'ir. HOLAK1:. The question of dis-
qualification is outside the matter alto-
gether. Persons will not be disqualified
unless they commit a breach of the rules
and regulations of the turf club, or do

something which is not right. If a person
does anything wrong on a racecourse or
will not abide by the regulations he should
be disqualified. It is a game which should
be kept clean to the fullest possible extent.
Suppose the Northami club applied to the
W.TA. Turf Club for a license to hold a race
meeting at Northamn, and that the people
desired it, power is in the hands of the
W.A. Turf Club to refuse that request.
It is, therefore, utterly impossible for those
people to hold a meeting unless the W.A.
Turf Club give their consent. What ob-
tains in Northern obtains all over the
whole of the State and it may be possible
for, even in the case of the W.A. Turf
Club, an unreasonable committee to get
into power. In the event of permission
not being given to hold a rnce meeting,
say, at Kellerherrin or Bunibury, surely
there should be some mneans, of appeal
to the Government to say whether those
who applied to held a race meeting should
be allowed to hold it. There should be
some place to which those people can
appeal for a determination to be arrived
at as to whether these meetings can be
held or not.

The Attorney General: There are no
complaints that I have heard of.

Mr. HOLMALN: We know that the
Minister only recently took much interest
in the racing question.

The Attorney General : Have you heard
of any country meetings being refused?

Mr. Taylor : Yes, repeatedly.
The Attorney General : Well, I also

specially made inquiries about that but
heard of no complaints.

Mrd. l1OLMAN: I cannot state a case,
in which such a request has been refused,
but I say that is possible that such a re-
fusal may be given. I have heard of other
matters in connection with the W.A.
Turf Club which have not been satis-
factory. In other inatters I would like
to see some control taken away from the
WV.A. Turf Club. In regard to trotting, this is
a phase of the question which has only been
before us during the last three years. In
my opinion it would be better to have
trotting by day. I have watched trotting
meetings by night and think it would be
more satisfactory if the trotting race
meetings were held during the day time.
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Mr. Taylor: It would not be so pleasant
for the spectators.

Air. HOLMAN:± It is a matter of opinion.
It would be nmuch more pleasant-

Hon. J. Scaddan : The best people to
decide are those who attend the meetings.

iMr. HOLMIAN: That may he so. That
may be one of the reasons why I do not
care for the evening meetings. I cannot
see very much by watching the horses
going round at night time, and 1 can-
not see to the fullest extent what the
racing powers of the horses are when they
travel round at night time

Ron. J. Scaddan: It does not give you
much satisfaction when you lose at any
rate.

M11r. HOIOLMAN : Anyone would think
that the leader of the Opposition had some
pleasant wins.

Hon. J1. Sec.ddan : There is not much
chance of winig on form, I promise you.

Mr. HOLMAN: The leader of the Oppo-
sition is voicing an opinion which I ex-
pressed, namely, that one has no chance of
winning on formn at trotting meetings.

Hon. J. Soaddan: Absolutely none.
Mr. H-OLMAN : 'Iion there should be

something done to prevent a repetition
of this in future.

Hon. J. Scaddan: The committee should
wake up or they will lose the sport al-
together.

Mr. HOLMAN: Those who have the
control of trotting, if what the leader of the
Opposition says is correct, should do some-
thing in the direction of remedying this
matter or else they will run the risk of having
trotting done away with altogether. The
people should be protected.

Hon. J. Scaddan: I protect myself by
not going.

Mr. HOLMAN : I am, not a follower of
trotting and I have only been once or twice.

Air. O'Loghlen: How do you get on
following form on registered courses?

Air. HOLTMAN : It all depends on the
form one follows. We are now asking to
give. on the statement of the leader of the
Opposition, full power to control this sport
to the W.A.T. Association,

Hon. J. Scaddan : You are wrong. It is
controlled by the Colonial Treasurer.

MVr. HOLMAWLN: The full control of trot.
ting will be in the hands of the W.A.T.
Association, the Colonial Treasurer only

controls the granting of the totalisator for
use on the course.

Hon. J1. Scaddan : That means control
of racing dates.

Mr. HOLM1AN :Yes, but I would like to
know if we pass this mneasure granting
the trotting club a certain nmber of race
meetings tier year. if the Treasurer is going
to take it into his hands that fie will not
grant the trotting association the use of a
totalisator.

Hon. T. Walker :The Bill does not con-
trol the dates at all.

31r. HOLMAYN Would the Colonial
Treasurer take that power into his own
hands, to stop trotting or refuse to grant
a totalisator license on the course ? That
brings me back to the argument I used
earlier in my remarks that it is more de!
sb-able that the Government should take
further control of racing in regard to
trotting and other branches of the sport.

Mr. Taylor : Their hands are full now.
M3r. HOLAN1T: T think there should be

some higher appeal. The number of trotting
meetings should be curtailed, seeing that
we are now proposing to curtail the number
of other races. In this Bill it is proposed
to reduce one class of racing by just about
one-half, and we are compelling those clubs
to race on one course, which admittedly is
the best of their courses and is equal to
many of the registered course4. Under the
Bill the registered clubs will be Belmont,
Canning, Helena Vale, the WV.A. Turf
Club, Tattersall's, W.A. Hunt Club, and
Goodwood. They w~ill have between them
76 race meetings per year. I do not
know whether the Bill will include
Midland Junction, but I do think
that, even so, if the trotting associa-
tion are allowed 30 meeting 3 per year,
including the five additional to be permitted
with the sanction of the Treasurer for chanit-
ableorpatriotic purposes, it wilibe sufficient.
I am here to speak my opinion and I speak
it with some knowledge of the racing game.
I assert that it would be wise to curtail
both trotting and other racing. On the
goldfields, since the registered clubs have
taken over the control of racing, things
have been very satisfactory. The control
of racing is good, and I think that when the
whole of the racing within the metropolitan
area comes under the registered system,
matters will improve. The Bill will have
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the good effect of preventing the growing
up of any farther unregistered clubs. I
think that is an advantage, because experi-
ence has showvn us that matters are not
satisfactory win n the two systems of
racing control are operating together. As
a member of the W.A. Turf Club, I realise
the inmmense power which this measure will
confer on the leading racing body. I
realise that the Attorney General is not a
racing man but doubtless he has been
supplied with a fund of information by the
chairman of the W.A. Turf Club, and I
realise, too, that the Minister has always
insisted that power shall be vested in the
W.A. Turf Club. But I do thinik there
should be some power of appeal higher than
the W.A. Turf Club. Had this Bill been
brought do"wn earlier in the session I think
it quite probable that we might have had
as a result a very satisfactory measure for
the restriction of racing. When the pre-
vious measure was before the Chamber it
was stated that the object was not the re-
striction of racing but for the purpose of
raising revenue. The Honorary Minister
made the statement that the Government
did not -wish to reduce racing but, to raise
revenue.

The Premier: I did not say that when
introducing the Bill. .

Mr. HOLMAN: I was referring to a
statemnent by the Honorary Minister. We
are now told, however, that this is a Bill
to reduce racing. I do not, of course,
know what pressure has been brought
to bear in the matter. If the Attorney
General will give full eonsideration to the
questions I have raised, he -will realise
the necessity for something being done ink
the directions I have indicated. I have
nothing against the W.A. Turf Club. So
far as my knowledge goes, they have been
very fair in their control of racing in the
past, but at the same time there is a pos-
sibility, in view of the great powers conferred
on the Turf Club under this Bill, that they
might, not in the future, carry out their
control uith the samue strictness and im-
partiality as in the past. I trust the Mlin.
ister in charge of the Bill will give my
suggestions consideration and that in the
event of it being possible to have something
brought forward, that he will be prepared
to give it consideration. I hope that some-
thing will he done to regulate the number

of trotting days, because I can see no reason
why we should regulate gailoping races
and not attempt, to regulate trotting. Our
object at the present time should be to
curtail rather than to extend the powers and,
this Bill in no way restricts the trotting
association's powers.

Air. THOMSON (Katanning) [8- 35): 1
do not intend to deal at any length with
ths measure, and wish to say now that I
was disappointed that the other Bill brought
before this Chamber did not meet wvith
a better fate. On the basis that half a
loaf is better than none, however, I amu
accepting this Bill and will give it my
support. We have heard the leader of the
Country party (Mr. WVilhnott) and also
members of the Opposition state that
there is a surfeit of racing, and evidently
racing mnen themselves have come to the
conclusion that there has in the past
been, too much racing in Western Australia
and that the time has arrived when it
should be curtailed. In view of the fact
that we are at war-I may be peculiar
in my ideas-bitt I really cannot see what
racing does to assist us towards winning
the war, or that it is likely to do anything
for the State after the war is over. Raving
does not produce anything. I am prepared
to admit that it has become an established
industry and, therefore, to an extent it
must have a certain amount of consideration.
I amn sorry that we are not able to deal
with the bookmaker, and I want to say to
the Attorney General, and to those who
have control of our laws, that I hope they
will put the law into effect so far as book-
makers operating in the public streets
are concerned. I am prepared to give
themn support in this Bill. If the present
law is defective so far as dealing with the
bookmaker in public places is concerned,
thean an amending Bill to deal wvith the
position should be brought down early in
the next session. I propose moving an
amendment when in Committee that the
numbler of trotting days shall be reduced
to SO per year. M1y idea is that the
trotting association be permitted to race
once aL fortnight, which should be suffi-
cient. It is proposed that the clubs under
the control of the WV.A. Turf Club shall
have a total number of raving days of 76
and it is to be remembered that the W.A.
Turf Club itself has a total of races at its
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own course of 17 per year only. That
being so, 30 racing days per year should
be sufficient for the trotting association.
My proposal is that they shall race fort-
nightly, which is equal to 26 meetings in
the year, with four additional meetings
during the Christmas and Easter holidays.
If they are permitted to hold that number,
I, think they will be treated well. No
trotting races are now hold at M..idland
Junction. They have been closed down
and the reason ii that they did not pay.

lion. J. Scaddan:- That is the point,
The public, themselves decide whether
it -is dasirable, and if it is not desirable
the meetings will niot pay.

Mr. THOMSON: The public are not
always good judges and I would remind
hon. members that laws are sometimes
passed in this House to which I believe
a large section of the public are not favour-
able, seeing that they propose to restrict
their privileges ;and yet thle hon. member
and others cheerfully voted for such laws.

Hon. J. Scaddan: Never.
M1r. THOMSO0N : At any rate I shall

test the feeling in Commuittee with the
amendment. I have outlined. As I have
already said, half a loaf is better than
none, and I commend the Attorney General
for havinfg succeeded in at least ininimising
'what in mly mnind has been the great evil
of over racing.

.Mr. MULLANY ('Menzies) [8. 431: 1
support the second reading of this Bill,
but, unlike the memnber for Coolgardie, I
cannot compliment the Government on
bringing forward this Bill during the closing
hours of the session. In my opinion. a
reduction in racing should take place, and
if we can bring that about I think we shall
have accomplished some good. With the
member for Coolgardie I regret that this
measure was not brought forward earlier-
We had an early crop of measures brought
forward by the Government but dropped for
somne reason, and we were then told that
the Government's desire was to get into
recess. That crop of Bills appeared, to
my mind, to be in accord with public
sentiment on the question, and I believe
the session will not close for some days
yet. I think we will do well to give this
measure close and careful consideration. I
agree with the main principles of the
Bill, which aim at reducing the racing

dates, particularly in the metropolitan
area. I notice that the member for East
Fremantle made the remark that this
Bill was confined solely to the metropolitan
area. The reason for that is that racing
in the metropolitan area is carried on to
a far great.er extent than in other parts
of the State. The proposal in tile measure
is to give better control of all racing,
galloping and other, to the WV.A. rrurf
Club, and hero I agreo with the member
for Murchison that it is regrettable that
the final power in such matters should
be handed Over to anybody outside the
(:overmuient of the State. I believe a
m-istake was made in the first place in
giving thle W.A. Turf Club the absolute
power in the matter of tho issue of total-
isator licenses. I would like to see some
effort made to restore that power to the
hands of the Government. This would to
a great extent get over the objection of the
member for Murchison (M1r. Hohnan)
and would give Parliament. tile final say
if a dispute should arise. 1 do not know
whether it is possible to achieve this, but
I recommend the Attorney General to give
it earnest consideration. Under existing
conditions. the Government retain that
power in regard to trotting, and I am
pleased to see that the Bill makes no
variation in this. For all classes of sport
to be put on an absolute equality it would
be essential to get that power back into
the hands of the Government, and I trust
some. effort will be made to do this. I
regret that in moving the second reading
the 'Minister gave us no informnation as to
the average number of days of racing in the
metropolitan area during the past three
or four year. However, I beleove it would
reach 120 meetings per annumn. It is now
proposed to reduce that number to 76.
It is a fairly big reduction, but in my
opinion it is not too much. In fact, I
believe we could do with still fewer race
days, and I1 trust that the provision will be
passed as it stands. As 1 have said, I
would favouir a further reduction. The memn-
ber for North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C.
Angwin) touched upon a genuine grievance,
and I give him credit for having brought
forward the claims of his own district.
Still I think he rather misconstrued the
purpose of the Bill, because it contains
nothing that would prevent Fremantle
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from making application for a fair and
reasonable proportion of the racing dates.
I do not think any class of sportsmen in
the metropolitan area desires to prevent
Fremiantle from having a properly con-
ducted racing club operating in the dis-
trict. I was amused to hear the leader
of the Country party quoting the report
of the much discussed select committee
on horse-racing. In my opinion, that
committee was the greatest joke per-
petrated in local political circles during
recent years. Its report contains 108
closely printed pages of evidence, no less
than 2,749 questions having been asked
of witnesses. To all appearances there was
an inexhaustible supply of evidence, and
witnesses wvould have been answering ques-
tions till now had the comimittee continued
to sit. The result of it all was that the
committee brought in a report recom-
meanding that the Governmnent should
abolish street betting. The member for
Nelson quoted an individual named Butler
who gave evidence before the committee.
I do not wish to say anything about this
particular gentleman, but I would advise
the leader of the, Country party that before
quoting authorities in future hie look up
the character of his auth,*ities. I agree
that the trotting should be reduced in at
least as large a proportion as the galloping.
I do not wish to set one sport against the
other, but if we are going to restrict one we
must restrict the other also. It should not be
left to any Minister to say how many trotting
meetings shall be held. The Trotting As-
sociation itself should put forth a definite
proposal in regard to the trotting with a
view to bringing it on a par with the gallop-
ing in point of reduction. Undoubtedly
there is too much racing in the metropolitan
area. I ask hon. members to give this
question their earnest consideration. A
reduction of racing will be beneficial to the
community. I regret that any reference
was made in the course of the debate to
winning the war. The war, it is hoped,
will be over soon, but this legislation is
going to last for many years to come. The
Attorney General is on sound ground in
his proposal to reduce racing, and I hope
he will be successful.

Hon. J. SCADDAN (Brown Hill-I~vanhoe)
[9.53]: 1 am approaching this subject,
not as on- with an intimate knowledge of

racing, but rather as a member of the
public, in raing phraseology a "gull
or "mug'" I approach with some dif-
fidence any Bill which restricts the liberty
of the subject in a direction in which the
general public is not interested. 'Ae often
hear a cry for restrictions. The member for
Katanning says we are continually passing
legislation providing restrictions against
the public. That is necessary, and will
continue. But while it is perfectly justifiable
to restrict the few for the benefit of the
many, as in the case of the Early Closing
Act, I cannot see how the restriction on
any particluar form of sport is going to
benefit those who do not worry about that
sp~ort at all. I enjoy a little sport. I
select that wvhich seems to be most adapted
to my requirements, and I object strenu-
ously if someone else who follows some other
form of sport proposes to restrict mine
while leaving his own alone. I have not
heard a golfer say, " You restrict racing
on Saturday and I will refrain from golfing
on Sunday," nor have I. heard a man who
plays tennis in St-George's terrace on Sunday
make any offer of the sort. No one suggests
that we should restrict bowls.

Mr. Smith : It is not the sport, it is the
spending of the-money.
- Hon. J. SCADDAXI: Money spent on the
Perth race-course is not taken by those
who win it and dumped into the sea- From
a general public point of view it does not
matter whether the money is spent on the
racecourse or at a bar attached to a bowling
club, or in the hiring of caddies on the golf
links. The money is put into circulation.
and so from the point of view of the general
public it is all the same. I have heard
it said that if we stopped racing, we would
stop a lot of misery. Of course that is
so, and in the same way if we stopped work
we would stop a lot of misery. But how
far are we to go along those lines ? Prob-
ably it is the natural healthy inclination
of the Australian for sport which has made
the Australian all hie is today. Yet, for.
sooth, because someone says it is not
desirable to have men watching a number
of horses galloping around and deciding
whether they will win 5s. or hialf-a-crown,
we are to take some action to restrict
freedom in that direction. It sounds all
right, but it will not work out in practice.
Presently we shall be told the clothes we
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are to wear and how we are to wear them.
I have the strongest objection to Parlia-
ment interfering in a matter which does
not vitally affect the communuty.

The Attorney General:. Would you let
them race every day in the week ?

Ron. J. SCADDAN :- You know they have
no possible chance of racing every day in
the week or anything like it. The people
who complain most bitterly about racing
never go near it. I sin not a racing man.
I do not visit a galloping meeting more than
say, twice in a year. I occasionally go
to the Trots, although not so frequently
now as previously, for obvious reasons. I
go to see cricket or football, and I play a
little bowls. I think the proposal con-
stitutes an undue restriction on a section
of the community who may judge sport
from a standpoint opposed to mine. Be-
cause I prefer trotting to galloping, is no
reason why I should use my influence to
have passed a Bill prohibiting galloping
and encouraging trotting, and there is no
reason why those who favour galloping as
against trotting should try by any means
to bring about a restriction on trotting.
It is not a question oL the people them-
selves being the best judges, If. as I have
said, those who control trotting do not take
a keener interest in keeping the sport free
from somne of the tricks that obtain to-
day, the public will desert it and it will
go by the board. The same may be said
in regard to galloping. But to say that we
should restrict trotting and galloping just
because we do not ourselves see much ad-
vantage in it, is I think an undue restriction
of the liberty of the subject. The Attorney
General suggests that this is a Bill for the
restriction of horse racing and trotting.
As a matter of fact, it wiUl not do either.
In the first place it is proposed to restrict
racing to 76 days under the control of the
W.A.T.C. We shall have the same old
story to the effect that the W.A.T.O. are
prepared to make sacrifices to comply with
the wishes of the people. As a matter of
fact, they are not making any sacrifices at
all, they are getting something better than
they had before. If I may be permitted,
I should like to relate in connection with
this Bill a little incident that happened to
myself, an incident which does not make
me too keen on the W.A.T.C. as a body to
control racing. An agitation was corn-

[SO1

menced for the restriction of racing when
the party on this side were in office-I be-
lieve, during 1915. The chariman of the
W.A.T.C. approached me, and said that a
meeting of the W.A.T.C. committee had
decided to reduce racing but that they
discovered, if they cut down certain dates
upon which they had raced in the past, the
unregistered clubs or the trotting people
would, under the then existing conditions,
race on those dates, and thus derive from
the sacrifice Of thle W.A.T.C. advantages to
which they were not entitled. Therefore
the W.A.T.C. suggested that I, as head of
the Government, should take the necessary
power to prevent dates which they left
vacant from being raced on by the uin-
registered and trotting bodies. I pointed
out to Air. Cox very candidly that at that
time I had no power to restrict unregistered
racing. but that I had power to control
trotting through the totalisator. I told
him that I would get the power necessary
to prevent racing on the dates left vacant
by the W.A.T.C. I said I would get this
power by allowing the unregistered clubs
the use of the totalisator, subject to their
not racing on those dates. Mr. Cox de-
murred to that proposal. He did not want
the unregistered clubs to get any privileges at
all. He said lie would make a suggestion
far more effective to prevent the unregistered
clubs from racing on dates left vacant by
the W.A.T.C. His suggestion was to abolish
the bookmaker. If the bookmaker were
abolished, of course the unregistered clubs
would be abolished altogether. Mr, Cox
knew that the W.A.T.C., the body on whose
behalf he was speaking, had, under an Act
of Parliament, the right to use the totalisator
without interference from anybody. It was
a very nice position for anyone like Mr.
Cox, holding all the trump cards up his
sleeve, having taken all the best cards out
of the pack, to lay the rest of the cards
on the table and say, " Let us have a game
of poker." After some argument I told
'Mr. Cox that I was not prepared to adopt
the attitude he suggested. I said to him,
"I am prepared, subject to being able
to arrange-

The Attorney General: W"hat has all this
to do with the Bill ?

Hon. J. SCADDAN: Everything in
the world. 'The Attorney General can
follow me very well. He car) follow me so
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well as to know there is trouble in store
for himself.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! W~ill the
leader of the Opposition explain how he is
going to connect this with the Bill ?

Hon. J. SCAJDDAN: I will endeavour
to do that, Sir. It may be difficult. This
is a Bill for an Act for the re-
striction of horse-racing and trotting. I
am dealing with the effort of a previous
Government to bring about restriction of
racing. I ami dealing with the feature
that under this Bill the complete control
of galloping will vest in the W.A.T.C.
I am trying to show the position in which
I was placed when endeavouring to bring
about reduction of racing. Let it not be
forgotten that this Bill gives complete
control of galloping to the W.A.T.C., and
I wish to show how that club dealt with
the mnatter in the past. Eventually I
did grant the use of the totalisator to the
unregistered courses, on condition that
they made a substantial reduction in their
racing dates. They agreed then they would
not race on dates left vacant by the
WA.T.C., in order that I1 could tell the
W.A.T.C. this and that they might carry
out their promised redaction. Next, I
went to the WVest Australian Trotting
Association, and told them that I proposed
to bring them into line as regards the
reduction of racing dates ; and a reduction
in trotting was brought about. All this
was by way of keeping faith with the
W.A.T.C. in order that they -might make
a reduction in their racing dates. Owners
of proprietary courses, however, objected
to the reduction proposed by the W.A.T.C.
and the dates were raced upon. The
W.A.T.C. have not made any reduction on
their racing in pre-war days. Is that
a fact or not ? Silence gives consent.

The Attorney General : I can give the
dates, but I aml not here to be cross-exam-
ined. I will give you the dates, that I am
aware of. One cannot get a word in
edgeways when you are speaking.

Eon. J. SCADDAN: I only want the
position to be understood. I am asking
the simple question whether the W.A.T.C.
have reduced their racing dates as corm-
pared with pre-war days ? Will they be
reducing their racing dates when this
BiU] becomes law, as compared with pre-
war days ?

The Attorney General : I cannot tell you
that, but they have 17 days now, and the
Bill does not propose-

Hon. J. SOADDAN: I am not dealing
with the matter of the days on -which the
W.A.T.C. themselves race. I am speaking
of days controlled by the W.A.T.C.

The Attorney General: You did not
say that.

Hon. J. SeADDAN : I will put myself
right, then. The question I am asking
is, whether those who are in the racing
business and are controlled by the W.A.T.C.
have latterly raced on fewer dates than
those on which they raced in the previous
12 months ?

Mlr, Foley: They out down their racing
dates by two days.

Hon. J. SCAfD AN: The two days on
which they lost.

The Attorney General . I will answer
you.

Ron. J. SCADDAN:. I do niot want
anyone to throw bouquets at himself over
this matter. The W.A.T.C. have made no
reduction in dates.

Bon. NMr. C. Angwin: Why should they?
They have the best course to race on.

Hon. 3. SCADDAN:- The Attorney
General might assume from the course of
my remarks that I aim going to oppose
his Bill.

The Attorney General : I do not know
what you are going to do.

The Premier: What are you going to do
on this Bill

Hon. J. SCADDA AN: I am going to
support it.

The Premier: Let us get into Com-
mittee, then.

Hon. J. SCADDAN : I am trying to
prevent anty misunderstanding in regard
to the position of the W.A.TO. The only
people who will make any sacrifice under
this Bill are those who have been roped in
by the W.A.T.C., and they are going to
suffer a substantial reduction of dates
The Goodweod course is recognised as a
decent course. Every day the Goodwood
course races it will, under this Bill, be
open to the owners and trainers and jockeys
to whom now only the registered courses
are open. Thus the W.A.T.C. will have
76 days' racing and will suffer no reduction
whatever. I am supporting the Bill as
affording, in my opinion, the best possible

2322



[13 M1ARCH, 1917.]

solution for preventing the divided control
of galloping, which has hitherto obtained.
That difficulty has existed for some con-
siderable time. The result is that, while
racing dates in the aggregate are restricted
under this Bill, yet from the point of
view of the W.A.T.C. more days ilil lie
available than in the past. I wish to asik
the Attorney General, speaking for the
Government in this miatter, why they
have made no mention at all of trotting
in this measure. Clause 2 does not apply
to trotting. Clause 3 says no trotting
race meeting shall be held without the
license in writing of the W.A. Trlotting
Racing Association. We are told that
the W.A.T.G. will whitewash all the un-
registered horses.

The Attorney General: They will all
be taken in.

.The Premier : Yes, and the undesirable
ones will be fired out. That applies to
owners, jockeys, and trainers.

Hon. J. SCADDAIN: Before the Gov-
ernment give complete control of trotting
to the W.A. Trotting Association, a similar
provision should have been made in regard
to unregistered trotting horses.

The Premier: There is only one trotting
body in the State.

lion. J. SCADDAN : There has been
trotting on the unregistered courses. I
think it fair to ask the trotting association
whether they propose to do likewise.
Among the gallopers there are disqualified
horses, owners, trainers, and jockeys. I
am not going to press the point, but it
seems strange to me that under this measure
such powers should be given to the trotting
association without any consideration being
given to trotting horses on unregistered
courses. When a solution of the galloping
trouble is being found by putting the
sport under one control, why could not a
similar arrangement have been made in
regard to trotting as well ? Now we find
we are going to be left without any con-
sideration at all. Why has not the Attorney
General made some provision in the Bill
for the restriction of trotting. The Attorney
General could have got over all the diffi-
culties if he had arranged to take control
of the totalisator from the Turf Club,
and place it in the hands of the Treasurer,
and then all racing would have been brought
under the control of the Treasurer as

desired by the member for Murchison. If
it is good enough to allow the Treasurer
to control trotting, there is no reason
why he should not control galloping.
]3 ut we find the Attorney General takes
a different view. 'We give a rnaximum
num1-fber of days to the Turf Club but
leave the matter of trotting to the present
Treasurer. I do not feel disposed to do
that, because the Treasurer is not a very
enthusiastic supporter of trotting. I want
to know why the Attorney General treats
one formn of racing entirely differently'
from the other. I do not want to in-
terfere unduly with the freedom of the
public to enjoy any form of sport they
choose. If that sport has certain things
attached to it as a sport which make it
objectionable from the public point of
view, then it should not exist. If, on the
other hand, it is a fair sport and free from
evils, the public are the best judges as to
how much restriction should be placed upon
it. I am not going to make any quarrel
about the dates fixed in the BiUl If the
public are satisfied I shall not have the
slightest objection, but I do say that if
we are going to make restrictions in the
direction of controlling galloping, the House
should decide and not leave it to the dis-
cretion of the Treasurer as to the number
of days on which trotting should be carried
on.

The Attorney General: You can move
an amendment.

Hon. J. SCADDA2%N: Will the Attorney
General accept it ? I hope the Attorney
General will be reasonable when the Bill
reaches Committee. This is not a party
measure. It is one of those measures that
I call a " let-out " when the Government
find themselves in a difficulty.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret) [10.22]
There has been a good deal said on the
second reading, of this small and simtple-
looking measure, and there have been hero-
ics and a lot of v-irtue exlpressed by lion.
members with reference to what has been
looked upon for many. years, not alone in
Australia, hut in the old land, as being the
finest and cleanest sport in the land. There are
some of the best noblemen in England who
would suffer anything rather than their silk
should be sullied on the racecourse. I do not
feel disposed to join in the piopular cry
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about too much racing. 1 think myself that
the people of tbis State or in any other
State should be the best judges of what line
of amusement they should follow, and their
amusement, in my opinion, should only be
limited when it encroaches upon tihe liberties
of other peoplc This Bill specifies the racing
that shall take place, and it is made a crime
if racing ijs continued without the authority
of the W.A. Turf Club. I think the penalty
is something like £500 if one races without
the authority of that august body' . There is
no provision in the Bill to limit trotting,
but if there has been too much trotting or
raciing in this State, it has not been decided
by the public. The public seem to enjoy that
form of sport, and a small section of the
community wvho do not enjoy it are trying
to prevent those who do from participa-
ting in it. This is not A fair position for any
section to take up, and it is unfair for this
House to support it. The object of racing
was, in the past, to improve the breed and
stamina of horses, but lately the improve-
ment seems to have been for speed alone
and for short distance gallops. We do not
now find the racehiorse of 40 years ago,
which in New South Wales and Queensland
was trained to do a good two or three miles
gallop, and thcn afterwards could be used
as a hack. 'Miere are the three-mile gallops
to-clay? So far as trotting is concerned, the
Trotting Association has not had a chance
vet of breeding in this State, because it has
lbeen in existence for only a short space of
time. I do not suppose there are many
colts or fillies trotting in Perth that have
been bred from the imported sires and dams.

Hon. J1. Scaddan: There are a few start-
ing now.

Mr. TAYLOR: The life of the association
has not been long enough. There has not
been any chance to improve the breed,
and just when we have imported into the
State some of the finest sires and mares in
Australia, and there is an opportunity of
breeding a good class of horse, which is so
badly needed, an attempt is made to cheek it.
Is that a fair proposition? I f we reduce the
number of trotting meetings we will kill the
.sport and the industry.

Mr. Holman: The reports from the mili-
tary anthorities show that the remounts
from Australia are the best in the world.

Mr. TAYLOR: They have always been re-

garcc as the best inl the world so far as en-
durance is concerned. We have not had
an opportunity of breeding that particular
type of horse wvhich is associated wvith trot-
ting. When the Trotting Association started
it. started in a very small way. All credit
is clue to members of the committee and the
management generally for the manner in
which they have worked it up to the pitch
of success which it has reac 'hed to-day. That
success could not have been reached without
popularity and the patronage of the public.
The public are the best judges, and the pub-
lic p~atronise the trotting meetings. The
trotting course is a place which any person
in Perth can go to without interferin with
his working hours or business hours in the
cool of the evening, and can see a very fine
display of trotting. Because of this popu-
larity there are people anxious to stop it.
The 'y can see the growing association which
means that the galloping clubs will not be
as% popular in future as they have been in
the past. T have been there many limes.
As to the horses running straight or crooked
I do not knowv. I have never put any money
on. I do not bet. I have only been once or
twice on to a galloping course since 1.904.
1 will say this, that any one preferring to
stand out on a race course during the
Christmas holidays in a broiling sun to look
at a galloping meeting as against standing
in thle cool of the evening to wvatch a trotting
inceting- is very differently constituted from
myself. If it needs a man to be a bettor,
and to bet money to be a sport, I am not a
sport. T can take as much interest in
seeing a horse gallop as can a man
who has lisa mone y on a horse. A
man wvho puts money on a race wants
to see a particular horse win, whereas T
want to see the best horse win. We have
had several Bills in this Chamber backed by
lie Government concerning the restriction

of many forms of evil, including betding.
Tue Government recently held up the book-
makers on a three-pronged fork about l5ft.
in length and told the people of Perth that
they were a menace and must be got rid of.
A monster meeting was held in Perth at
which the people were addressed by a Mini-
ster of the Crowvn, who asked them to give
himn their support in his legislation. What
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did the people do? Sonic remarks w'ere
made at tile end of the meeting that the other
side had won with the bit in their teeth. The
Government even invoked tile aid of tine
church with the object of showing that tine
bookmaker was a menace. We fill(, how-
ever, that they are now all working together.
The Church and the Government have ap-
piarently now ag-reed that the bookmaker is
a decent sort of chap, ap* d that they will
dropl him and allow him, to go on. They have
now turned tt racing and have held the sport
upl on the same pronged fork upon wiclh
they held the bookmaker and have tried to
arouse public antipathy against this type of
amusement. This action has been taken be-
cause of the fact tIhat an election is looming
in the distance. The Government are seek-
iag piolitical jpopillarity. I am not here to
seek any political jioptilaritv. I dto not tare
whether my remarks offend or please. If
the people of Mt. Margaret do not like them
they have their remedy vwhen I go before
them at the next election. I hope the Gov-
ernment will not make any attempt to block
trotting ally more than they will block ordi-
nary horse-racing. If they do that they will
lie aming a blow at the breeding of trotting,
horses in the country. In course of time this
will become a valuable industry, in the State,
and valuable to those who enter upon it as a
paying piroposition. I suppose there must
be a large number of horses associated with
trotting, in this State. I think there are
something like 800 trotting horses on the
register of the Trotting Association. Will
the hon. members of the Countr 'y party, rea-
l ise what that means to the faringm in.s
try? They are not fed on petrol. Tine
motor bicycele and thle motor car have taken,
the place of our equtines in the State and all
over the world. I am sure that the farmers
do not profit by the consumption of petrol
for motive power and the powver of trans-
port. They should take into consideration
the value of the very large stud of well-bred
stock in the State from a farming point of
view. If we look at the matter merely from
a selfish point of view we must see that it
is worthy of consideration. Wiltlihon. niem-
hers realise what this large number of
horses means in the way of feeding and
care? It is an industry, the same as any-
thing else, which is improving the position

of Western Australia. We want to encour-
age every form of industry which will im-
prove our stock and our sheep, cattle,
horses, and everything else. If we canl
bring into being an institution which will
improve our politicians it would not be in
had thing either. The Bill lcaves the power
in the hands of the Treasurer to regulate
trotting under the Totalisator Act. There
has been no complaint inl thle past from the
association regarding the action of the
Treasurer of thne State since that Act came
into existence. It has worked without diffi-
culty, and I think it would be 'vise for the
House to leave tile matter in the hands of the
Treasurer. If there are any limitations to
be made we must not decide upon any limi-
tation which will obliterate trotting alto-
gether. If we curtail trotting dates to less
than 40 meetings in the year the Associa-
tion will have to be slit up. I believe it
cannot exist onl 30 meetings in the year. It
is one of those forms of amusement
which goes on almost every Saturday
night. It is possible to jump into the train,
if one lives in the suburban area, and be
landed on the ground and have two or three
hours of vecry fine amusement and sport,
and lie associated with the most respectable
people of' Perth and suburbs.

Bon. WV. C. AngWial: You do not expect
tlie Govcrnment to curtail that very miuch,
seeing1 thie profit that is made on the rail-
ways and trains.

llr. TAYLOR No doubt it is a payable
proposition to the tramways of the State
and the Minister controlling that department
must know this full wvell. I believe at least
40 dates should be allowed to the associa-
tion and live or six dates for charitable pur-
poses. The Trotting Association have done
more for charities than any other body in
Western Australia. They have done more
since they have becen in existence than most
of the other institutions have (lone in three
times the number of years. The association
are prepared to continue to do that if the
Government will make it possible for them
to run. This would not injure anyone. It
is idle to say' that it is a place to which res-
peetable people would not go. That is ab-
surd. There are those gentlemen who enjoy
no forms of amusement who try to prevent
others from taking- advantage of them. Peo-
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pie are not obliged to bet if they, go to a

race meeting. People who do bet will bet
whether they are on a racecourse or not.
They do not care about sport. The man wvho
will bet from Perth on the Melbourne Cup
is a bettor find a gambler. A sport is a man
who wants to see the beast move and to ad-
mire his beautiful and graceful style, coin-
bined -with speed and endurance. That is
what a sport is. I am not catering for the
man who i bets, but for the man who loves
sport and wvants to see the beast move. .1
hope this, House will not do anything to
curtail, or prevent the people of 0he
State from having the amusement which
they have created by their patronage,
The patronage of the people for this form
of sport has become objectionable to other
bodies who are running- sports which are
not catering for the taste of the people as
much as these other associations are. That
is the position in a nutshell. I am not any
friend of the bettor, If a man wishes to
bet, however, 'I am prepared to allow him
to bet. Because I am not a bettor and have
-no desire to bet I would not prevent others
from doing so. If a man said to me T was
obliged to bet and that a Flaw would be
passed to comipel me to do so, I would nat-
urally resent it. If a mran wants to bet and
I wanted to prevent him from betting,
would hie not he justified in resenting my
interference in that direction! How many
people have gone to the wall through bet-
ting, people say. How many' people have
gone to the wall in thie ordinary way of
business, thie grocery basiness, the drapery
business, the ironmongery, farming, min-
ing, and other avocations, and how many
politicians have failed! People hare failed
in every walk in life. That is no reason
why we should prevent others from embark-
ing in those occupations because there
hare been failures in connection with them.
People who fail would generally fail in
anything they do. I am prepared to res-
trict people from betting in the streets.
Such p~eople are a menace to the community.
The racecourse should be the place where
all betting is done. If people want to bet
they can find the people to bet with on the
:racecourse. If a man goes to a racecourse
and does not want to bet hie oughit not to
havec to bet. The racecourse is the place

where one would expect to find the an
who is prepared to bet with the bookmaker
who is prepared to take his money, and the
man who is prVepared to bet whether he is
a bookmaker or not. Is it any more crim-
inal for the bookmaker to lay the odds of
100 to 5 against a horse winning than it is
for the mnan to make the bet with the book-
maker.

Mllr. SPEAKER: Order! Will the lion.
member confine h1is remarks to the Bill?

Mr. TAYLOR: I am obliged, to you, Sir.
So far as this Bill is concerned, 1 amn not
going to offer any strenuous opposition to
it except in the direction 'I have indicated.
I shall oppose the Bill only in the circum-
stances which I have detailed. I have no
desire to detain the House any longer.

Hon. W. 1). JOHNSON (Gnildford)
[ 10.46] : I regret that I was prevented
from being lpresent when the Attorney Gen-
eral introduced the Bill, because it is a Bill
that one has to view with suspicion, for the
reason that its title does not convey the
contents of the Bill. The Bill is not a rac-
ing restriction measure at all. It is a racing
continuation Bill and a trotting restriction
Bill.

lHon. T. Walker: There is more evidence
the oilier wvay.

lion. W. fl. JOHiNSON: The Bill gives
no Security whatever to the Trotting Assoc-
iation, and galloping, so far as the clbs con-
trolled by the WV.A. Turf Club is concerned,
is niot restricted. Therefore I say that the
Bill is not a racing- restriction Bill in that
sense, and to cal4 it such is to say something-
which the Bill does not contain. So far as
trotting is concerned, it is true that Ihe Bill
gives trotting Parliamentary patronage, but
that is all. It says that trotting shall be
under Ihe control of the Trotting Associa-
tion, hut it does not say that trotting
shall continue. The Bill does not say
to the Trotting Association, in the
same way as it says to the W.A.
Turf Club, that all racing shall hie under
its control. It says that the W.A. Turf
Club shall have 76 meetings a year, but it
does not say how many meetings the Trot-
ting Association shall have.

Hon. T. Walker: Thirty meetings have
been suggested.
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Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The hon. mem-
ber now suggests thirty, but it does not say
so in the Bill, in the some way as it fixes
the nuimber for thle W.A. Turf Club. I am
not out to pass leg-islation of that descrip-
tion, and I protest against the Government
introducing a Bill which will give something
to one section of the community and refuse
consideration to another.

The Attorney General: The Bill does not
do that.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSONX: I say distinctly
it does. The Attorney General has admit-
ted it. So far as the WA. Turf Club is
concerned, the number of racing days is not
reduneed. The lion, gentleman has said that
the W.A. Turf Club meeting-s had been re-
stricted.

The Attorney General: That is galloping
meetings.

Ron. AV. D. JOHNSON: It is useless the
Minister quibbling. The Bill recognises the
W.A. Turf Club and the Trotting Associa-
tion, which arc the two organisations con-
trolling galloping and trotting respectively.
The Bill says that so far as the W.A. Turf
Club is concerned the meetings existing pre-
viously to the passing of this Bill shall con-
tinue without restriction.

The Attorney General: Not at all.
H~on. IV. ID. JOHNSON : The Minister

knows perfectly well that there is no restric-
tion proposed so far as concerns the clubs
racing under the WV.A. Turf Club. The Bill
recognises the two organisations. To the one
which has. existed for years it says that the
racing which those clubs have been associ-
ated with for years shall not be restricted.
Then to the Trotting Assocraion it says that
the racing it Sins been controlling shall be
justified to the extent that Parliament will
say by legislation that the Trotting Associa-
tion shall control all trotting meetings; but
it does not say that the number of trotting
meetings shall be increased. I protest that a
Bill of that description is not equitable and
I will not be a party to its passing.

The Attorney General: Both racing
bodies agree with the Bill.

Hon. WV. ID. JOHNSON: Because the
two organisations who are interested par-
ties have put their hecads together, and come
to an understanding, it does not follow that

representatives of the people in this House
should ag-ree.

The Attorney Genera!: You surely do
gatllopers have puit their heads together.
not suggest that the trotters and gallopers

Hon. AV. D. J1OHNSOX.K No, but the
gfallopers have put their heads together.

Hon. T. Walker: With whom?
Eon. W. D. JOHNSON: I do not know,

])robably with the Attorney General. I am
not a racing man, but it is my endeavour to
see that all legislation passed here shall be
Oil equtiiable lines, and that is not beingd(one
in a Bill which will give to 6ne section coo-
sideration which it is not proposed to give
to anotlier. There is in this Bill the same in-
consistency as occurs in the Public Service
Bill which wvas before the House this qfter-
noon. I objected then that that Bill was in-
equitable because it gave consideration to
one section which it was not proposed should
be given to others. This Bill is on all-fonts,
with that. I admit that in Committee we
can put the matter right, bult the Bill as it
stands to-day is not equitable.

The Attorney General: Not equitable to
whom ?

Hon, W1. D, JOHNSON: To the Trot-
ting- Association.

The Attorney General: But the Trotting-
Association is satisfied with the Bill.

Hlon. WV. D. JOHNSON: If the Trotting
Association is satisfied, I amn not satisfied as
a representative of a section of the corn-
inonity.

The Attorney General: Which section f
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: That section

which attends the trots sometimes and gal-
loping races at other times. It is a large sec-
tion which dlesires to see an equitable distri-
bution of the sport. As a representative of
the people I amn here to try to would all
Bills so that they shall give satisfaction to
the people, and until any Bill gives satisfac-
tion I shall continue to criticise it and to
voice my opinion. Possibly the Attorney
Genera] has explained what he proposes
shall he done with the pro prietary clubs. It
is timne we came to a definite understanding
how far Parliament is prepared to allow
the proprietary business to continue in the
racing world. It is an absolute crime that
in what is called the sport of kings certain
individuals, because they happen to own a
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racecourse, should make profits, and it is a
further crime that this House should pass a
Bill guaranteeing- that those profits shall
continue under leg-islation passed in this
Chamber. By this Bill the Attorney General
has decided that there shall be 76 race meet-
ings. I am not a racing man, and I am
voicing now the opinion of the man-in-the-
street. But I am told that of those 76 meet-
ings it has been arranged that a number
shall be distributed among the proprietary
clubs. This House should not recognise
such an arrangemnent by Act of Parliament.
But the position is far worse when this
House passes a Bill ostensibl 'y to give to the
WV.A. Turf Club 76 meetings, when it is per-
fectly xvell known that the principal portion
of those meetings is to be given to the pro-
prietary clubs.

Ills. Smith: WeU could cut them out al-
together.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Let the hon.
member suggest that the proprietary clubs
he cut out altogether and see what will hap-
pen. If the Attorney General wvill say that
lie prioposes to cut them out, I will resume
may seat. But the Minister knows perfectly
well that bie only got the support of the par-
ties to whom hie has referred because of that
understanding, and it is not fair. The Cham-
ber is asked to p~ass a Bill which does not
convey to the public exactly what it con-
tains. The Bill does not convey to the pub-
lie the information it should. Of the 76
meetings to be controlled by the W%-.A. Turf
Club, only a limited number will be given to
the body which has been recognised as con-
trolling racing for years, and the proprie-
tary clubs will get the greater proportion. I
want to know why the *owners of the Hel-
ena Vale course should have a guaranteed
amount of racing? What right have they
to it?

Mr. Smith: The law has permitted the
propncetary clubs to establish racecourses.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: If it is the
desire of the people to support horse-racing,
why should they not be permitted to all go
to headquarters, where the grounds are kept
in order, where the conveniences for the
public are of the highbest standard, and
where the profits are utilised for the benefit
of the racing public and not for the benefit
of individuals? It is as easy for the racing

public to go to headquarters ats to Helena
VTale,

Hon. W. C. Angw in: Why not compel
ail farmers to deal with one firm?

lHon. J. Seaddan: Or say that everyone
must patronise the Ozone hotel.

Hon. W. Di. JOHNSON: If the proposal
were to pass a Bill compelling people to
patron ise certain hotels, I should take up
exactly the same attitude on the question.
But this is not a question of hotels or far-
niers; the question is that the Bill proposes
there shall be a fixed number of bonse-racing
metings-

Mr. Foley: And die number is spread
over all the clubs.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: No; the Bill
proposes that there shall be 76 meetings,
but it does not provide that those meetings
shall be held on specified courses.

The Attorney General: The W.A, Turf
Club will decide that.

H~on. W. D. JOHNSON: They will not;
the matter has been already decided for
them. The two organisations mentioned have
already decided what shall be done as re-
gards the 76 meetings. I hold that if Par-
liament is to pass this Bill, Parliament
should know where it is intended these 76
raeetings shall be held. That is not a matter
for determination by any outside body.

The Attorney General: The Bill places
that matter under the control of the W.A.
Turf Club.

Hon. W. ID. JOHNSON: It does not. The
agreement as to the 76 meetings was ob-
tained because there has been a definite
understanding as to their allotment, and
had there not been that understanding there
would have been little support for the Bill.
Why not, then, state clearly in the Bill
where the meetings are to be held?

The Attorney General: The W.A.T.C. has
power to alter fixtures from day to day.

Hen. T'. Walker: Why not suggest that
we pot in the names of all horses to be run.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: There we have
another suggestion by the lion, member; but
apparently lie is not prepared to put into
the Bill, and thus convey to the public,
exactly the understanding arrived at and
what is underlying the Bill. That would
be wrong, but apparently it is not wrong
that the W.A.T.C. should come to an under-
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standing and then arrange with the Attor-
ney General that he shall introduce a Bill
allotting 76 race-meetings.

The Attorney General: They did not ar-
range anything of the kind with the Attor-
ney General.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Then, how does
the Minister know that 76 meetings will be
agreed to by all partiesI He knows it be-
cause tile decision was conveyed to him; and
I doubt not it was also conveyed to him
hlow it has been decided those 76 meetings
shall be distributed. The Minister got the
information somehow.

The Attorney General: And I wvill give
it to you, if you like. The distribution i s
made by the Turf Club, but it is Liable to
alteration to-morrowv,

Hon. WV. D). JOHNSON: Is the Attorney
General prepared to guarantee that no defi-
nite understanding has been arrived at, that
there is no agreement?

The Attorney general: I do not know
of any agreement whatever.

Hon. WV. D. JOHNSON: Thie man-in-the-
street knowvs there has been an arrangement
as to thle distribution of dates.

2Mr. Underwood : What does it matter, if
there has been?

Hon. WV. D. JORNSON: I want
the public to understand thoroughly
that there has been an arrangement.
I want the public to know what is under-
lying the measure. The Bill is supposed to
give 76 meetings a year to the W'.A.T.C.
and it is not doing anything of the kind.
Seventy-six meetings are being given on the
understanding that a large proportion go
to the proprietary clubs. It is wrong to
give the proprietary courses a continuation
of racing for private gain. That should not
be countenanced b y this Chamber. I also
want to ask why should an understarding
be arrived at that the Helena racecourse
controlled byv an individual or indixiduals
should have a guarantee of a numuoer of
race meetings while the iMidland .'unction
trotting track, owned by the ratepar;ers and
controlled by thema should not hkve any?
Will the Attorney General give tie an tin-

dertaking that lie will extend the samne con-
sideration to the trotting course at Alidland
Junction in the Bill as is given to the

H-elena Vale racecourse? Will be guaran-
tee to me the same number of meetings;
will he see that the trotting grounds at Mid-
land Junction get meeting for meeting with
the racing club?

The Attorney General: No.

Hon. WS. D. JOHNSON: The Helena
Vale course is controlled by a proprietary
company and the Attorney General is guar-
anteeing- them continued racing for the pro-
fit of a private individual. The lion. mem-
her cannot deny that that is the understand-
ing.

The Attorney General: The only under-
standing is that there are to be 76 meetings
in the aggregate which go to the W.A.T.C.
and they control them as they like.

Heon. W. D. JOHNSON: Has the hion.
member been informed howv they are to be
distributed?

The Attorney General: I have been in-
formed how they are to be distributed now,
but I ami told that they may be distributed
differently to-morrow.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Has the Turf
Club given ail undertaking that they will
give a certain number of race meetings to
certain courses-?

The Attorney General: I do not knowv.

lion. AV. D. JOHNSON: Is it fair that
a Bill should he brought in under which we
do not knowv what the arrangement is? We
are told that under the Bill the \V.A.T.C.
wvill continue their control and are to get
certain race mecetings and we also know that
the number of races at the proprietary
courses have been increased and the Attor-
ney General is a party to it.

The Attorney General: It is not true in
.any shape or form; they have not been in-
creased.

leon. W. D. JOHNSON: Is not the
Goodwood course coming under the

The Attorney General: The Goodwood
course is to he registered and the unregis-
tered courses nll go except Goodwood.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I say the pro-
prietary courses have been increased. Hon.
members want to make out that Bicton has
grone out of existence, and there is the re-
striction of racing. But Bicton had to go
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out of existence. The continuation of Bic-
tion. if it does not come tinder the W.A.T.C.
is as dead as Julius Caesar. The Attorney
General is not prepared to guarantee that
thle Mlidland trotting course which is con-
trolled and improved by the ratepayers for
the benefit and enjoyment of the ratepayers
is to have racing. Yet lie is prepared under
the Bill to be a party to guaranteeing the
Velena Vale racecourse racing.

The Attorney General: No.

Hon. W1. D. JOHNSON": Will the lion.
gentlemian say that if thle trotting is closed
down at Midland Junction the Helena Vale
racecourse shall be closed down. I am not
in the know, and I. ain a bit sore about it.
The public are not in tile know, and like
me they are a lilt sore. This is a Bill intro-
duced uinder an incorrect Title, for the pur-
pose of continuing racing and restricting
trotting. If the Bill bore out the Title I
would support it, but it does not restrict
racing at all. The unregistered racing did
not count previously as regards recogni-
tion by the W.A.T.C. or b y this Parliament,

Hon. AV. C. Angwin: Woufld you let the
unregistered racing go on?

Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: No. I might
make an exception of Bicton for the benefit
of the lion, member. I want to make it
clear that the proprietary clubs are getting
nil the consideration. I want fair consider-
ation for the amendmtent of -whichi I have
given notice. Seeing that the trotting asso-
ciation arc not a profit-making body like
thle proprietar'y clubs, are they not deserving
of moure consideration than the prolprietaly
clubs? It is only fair that some provision
should he inserted in thle Bill giving- a con-
tin nation to trotting as to racing. If a pub-
lic agitation i; got tip for the restriction of
racing, the Attorney General will be able
to say, "I have no power, Parliament has
said there shall be 76 meetings;." Trotting
is to go out, and raeing is to be controlled
1) legislation. Tt is not a fair measure, and
ought not to be submitted to the Chamber.
If thle hion. gentleman came down with a Bill
for the abolition of racing, I would give
it more consideration than this measure; I
do not want to be a party to unjnst legis-
lation. I want to let the public know what
is going on.

Mr. Thomson: You want to give trotting
61 dlays a year according to your amend-
ment.

Hon. WY. D. JOHNSON: The object of
the amendment is to see that they get the
samne consideration as proprietary clubs.
Will Ilie Attorney General say definitely
that there shall he a continuation of trotting
at Mlidland Junction?

The Attorney General: Thle Trotting As-
sociation canl carry on wherever they get
permission.

Hon, W, 1). JOHNSON: If the Trotting
Association comes along and say we want
one mneeting a month, will the bon. member
say that is reasonable, and grant it?

Thle Attorney General: The Trotting As-
sociation have that consideration to-morrow
if the Perth Trotting Association reduce
their meetings to that extent.

lHon. WY. D. JOHNSON: The hion. mem-
ber says that certain meetings shall continue
at the Helena Vale racecourse, this legisla-
tion is a party to it, hut the hon. gentleman
says to the Trotting Association, Midland
Junction shall continue if the number of
meetings is reduced somewhere else. The
Bill is misleading. All members are not in
possession of the arrangements arrived at,
although possibly somne inem hers arc. We
(10 not W'ant secret contracts and agree-
mnents; miake them public. The bon. mem-
her has been loud in his condemnation of
secret contracts, althiough hie has entered into
at few already.

The Attorney' General: I object to that
1'Lfr. Speaker.

lion. WY. D. JOHNSON: I said the Gov-
ernment.

The Attorney General: I object, the hon.
miember said "you."

l-Ton. WY. D. JOHNSON: I withdraw, but
I remember the Wyndhan cattle deal. As
-far as this Bill is concerned it is the out-
come- of an understan ding by parties out-
-side this Chamber. The leader of the Op-
position says that if this is a satisfactory
understanding it is all right. Well, why not
iiut it -n the Bill?

The Attorney General: The Bill expresses
it.

Hon- W. D. JOHNJSON: No, the Bill
grives a guarantee of so many meetings with-
out showinig thle understanding arrived at
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as to how they shall be distributed. Con-
sequently the Bill does not convey to the
public the full facts. I will support the
second raeding, but I appeal to members
to see that the Bill is amended on equitable
lines. It is unfair to say to the galloping
people "You shall continue," and say to the
trotting people "You shall continue as long

athe Colonial Treasurer allows von."1
Hon. J. Scaddn: That will he amended

in Committee.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Let us extend

to the one bod iy the same consideration asq
is to he griven to the other. Unless that is
dlone, I shall endeav-our to convince the
Chamber that the trotting people deserve
thle same consideration as is given to the
proprietary clubs tinder the arrangement
that brought about the introduction of the
Bill.

Mr. ALLEN (West Perth) [11.17] : The
object of the Bill is to restrict horse-racing
and trotting. f congratulate the Government
on having- brought down such an amecnd-
ment. I regret that no provision is made
for the restriction of street betting. If it
had not been for the great volume of street
betting and the excessive trotting, I doubt
whether there would have been any demand
for the restriction of racing generally.

Hon. .L Scaddan: Street betting wvas
there before trotting commenced.

Mr. ALLEN: Personally I have no objec-
tion to racing, but when, because they are
given a little latitude, somec people go be-
yond a fair and reasonable mark, they' find
public opinion ag iainst them. Public opin-
ion is against racing to-day, simply because
of the street betting and the night racing.
We are living in abnormal times, and it is a
surprise to me to hear anyone arguing in
favour of raring in any form whatever. The
British Empire is engaged in a life and
death struggle, and we are in with the Em-
pire. Yet members can come forward and
advocate the encouragement of horse-racing.

Hon. J. Scaddan: You are a kill%3oy.
Mr. ALLEN: It seems to me -re have not

yet realised what our positioes really is.
Here we have been debating tbr two or three
hours the question of whet.ier we shall have
so many nights of troenng and so many
days of galloping. Apparently we have but
a very inadequate realisation of our posi-

tion. I am a member of the State recruiting
committee. We are endeavouring to get re-
inforcements. We have been told that there
are SOO horses engaged in trotting. ft is
reasonable to assume that in the maintena-
atpe and care of these horses a great many
men are eng-aged. It would be very much
better if these men were at the front.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hion. member is
getting beyond the Bill,

Mr. ALLEN: This is the first occasion
sinc I have been in the House on which we
have had a debate on the question of the
restriction of horse-racing.

Mr. Taylor: You have only been here a
dog watch.

Mr. ALLEN: I have been here six years,
and wre have not previously had such a de-
bate. It is astounding that a time like the
present we should have hon. members bar-
rac-king for horse-racing and trotting.

Mr. Taylor: You Avant to stop it so that
they wvill have to lint their horses uip for
sale,

Mfr. ALLEN: I congratulate the Govern-
ment on having brought in the Bill. I re-
gret that it makes no provision for the re-
strietion of street betting and trotting. The
popular demand for the restriction of racing
rests largely upon the volume of street bet-
ting.

Mr. Taylor: A demand by the West Perth
woxvsers.

Mr. ALLEN: This is not a party' ques-
tion, and there is no occasion for unseemly
interjection-:. It is riothinkable that we
should he wasting- time in discussing hiorse-
racialg while eng' aged in the greatest war in
his-tory. I dto not agree with nighfr racing,
filthough apparently it provides amusement
for a, veryv limited number of people, I
hope the number of trotting meetingwilb
very mnurch restricted.

Hon. J. Scaddan: To, say, five a rear.
Mr. ALT4EN: To twelve at the outside,

better none at all. Why e annot trotting be
held by dayNlight? Thle Bill is wveak inas-
much as it makes no provision for the aboli-
tion of street betting or the restriction of
trotting. Trotting people have told me that
unless they get so many nights in the year
they cannot carry on. I take it our duty as
a Parliament is; to restrict the opportunities
of detriment to the community as a whole. A
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good many cases disclosing the most unfor-
tunate results have come under my notice
since trotting started in this Statem-cases
of men who have come down through trot-
ting. I have had the doleful husiness of sell-
ing up such men, and their wives have told
me-

Mr. Taylor: Are you going to support
the Bill?

Hon. J. Seaddan: Undoubtedly hie is.
AMr. ALLEN: I i-egret members opposite

do not view the position seriously. This is
not a huge joke. The wives of those men
have told me that the downfall of their has-
bands has been trotting. The Bill is a
very short one.

Mr. SPEARER: I would ask the hon
member to address himself to the Bill. He
has said that about four times.

Mr. ALLEN: While the Government are
to be congratulated on having brought in
the measure, I regret exceedingly that it
makes no provision to abolish street bet-
ting.

Mir. Foley: Is the hion. member in order in
speaking about street betting?

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for West
Perth is not in order in speakingr on street
betting, as there is no mention of street bet-
ting in the Bill. The lion. member will be
good enough to confine himself to the Bill.

Mr. ALLEN: I regret that I trespassed.
In these times wve should do everything pos5-
sible to restrict whatever is unnecessary.
The Government, in my opinion, should have
made some provision for the curtailment of
racing in other directions. However, I con-
gratulate them on having been hold enough
to bring in this measure, and I hope it will
effect something satisfactory in the way of
restriction of the number of race meetings.

Mr. S. STUBBS (Wagin) [11.34]: I
congratulate the Attorney- General on hav-
ing arrived at an honourable understanding
with the various bodies controlling racing in
Western Australia. The vast majority' of
the public recognise that in the metropolitan
area during the past two years, at all
events, there has been too much horse-racing.
This measure limits the number of dates for
galloping horses, but makes no mention of
trotting meetings in the same connection.
Two or three hours of the Chamber's time
would have been saved had the Attorney

Gcneral included in the Bill a provision to
restrict trotting. I hope that in Committee
the lion, gentleman will not object to an
amendment limiting the number of trotting
meetings. As one who occasionally visits
racecourses, but does not bet, I have gained
as much pleasure from wvatching trotting
races as from wvatching galloping races. At
the trotting meetings I have seen some of
the finest finishes that I have ever witnessed.
Properly controlled under the auspices of
the trottiing association, who are not seeking
gain in any shape or form from the sport,
but are merely endeavouring to improve the
breed of horses, trotting is an excellent past-
time. The trotting association should be
protected from time innuendoes which have
been cast at them. 1 do not believe the trotting
meetings to be a social evil. Some people
imagine that trotting meetings, because they
are held at night time, are held in dark
places, and that those who attend them lose
their money through horses not being run
straight. There are times, of course, when
thle best of horses fail to win, and that not
through any fault of the rider or driver. I
maintain that there has been and is and will
be just ats clean racing on the trotting tracks
as on the galloping tracks. So long as trot-
ting remains under the same control as at
present, I will give it the fair support which
a member of Parliament can give.

Mr. Allen: It is a good job you do not
represent a metropolitan constituency.

Mr. S. STUBBS: If I did, I would still
have the courage of my opinions. The bon.
member's interjection does not appear to
me to be to the point. Provided the Attor-
ney General wvill accept a reasonable reduc-
tion in trotting meetings, this Bill will be
one of the best introduced by the present
Gov-ernment so far.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R.
T. Robinson-Canning-in reply) [11.37]:
I have to thank hon. members, with the ex-
ception of the leader of the Opposition, for
their friemoily criticism. As regards the two
members wvho raised some objection to the
Bill, thle membq.rs for Gnildford and North-
East Fremantle, I think they might easily
have been phacatei had I been willing to
tell them, "You ma3 have racing at Bieton
and you may' have rackng at Midland Junc-
tion." However, it is not in my power to
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grant a boon of that description to either
hon. mnembecr.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You are giving
racing- dates to the Helena Vale club, a
proprietary club.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The Bill
purports to give the control of galloping
racing on the one hand to the WV.A.T.C., and
the control of trotting racing on the other
hand to the trotting association. Notwith-
standing the repented protestations of the
member for Guildford, racing to-day con-
sists of some registered racing under the
W.A.T.C., and some so-called unregistered
racing under the W.A. Racing Association.
An effect of this Bill is that a combination
between the registered and unregistered
bodies will take place. The Goodwood
course will be registered, and other unregis-
tered courses will he dropped, and the pub-
lie will know that from 102 galloping- meet-
ings obtaining to-day there will be a reduc-
tion to 76.'

l-1o n. W.' D. Johnson: How many of those
meeting. wvill be allotted to the proprietary
clubs?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The mem-
ber for Guildford has had hours of the time
of the House. Now let him listen to me.

Hon. W. D. Jolhnson: How many days
will be allotted to the Helena Vale course?

The ATTORNEY GENER AL: I have
not the faintest idea, and I do not care.

Hon. AV. D. Johnson: You ought to care;
otherwise you ought not to be in charge
of the Bill.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There are
to be 76 galloping- meetings, and the pur-
port of the Bill is to let people manage their
own affairs.

MAr. Carpenter: You can give one section
power to abolish another.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We give
the goldfields power to manage their affairs,
the trotting people power to manage theirs,
and what seems to hurt some hon. members,
particularly the hon. mcmber for Guildford,
is what he calls a secrC contract, the fact that
the Government asked the racing commun-
itv to make suggestions of their own, and
they) interviewcd the Premier as a public
deputation, end told him how they sugr-
gested it 5tould be done. Was that secret? I

pra -y that all the contracts of the Govern-
ient may be as secret as that.

Hon. IV. D. Johnson: Well, put it in
Hansard.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: What I
am say"ig will go into Hansard.

Ron. W. D. Johnson: The deputation was
a private one.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: With re-
ference to the remarks made about the Trot-
ting Association or the W.A. Turf Club, so
far as they both are concerned, they receive
no profits. They are clubs that this country
is much indebted to for big charitable gifts,
and the military authorities are indebted
to (le WV.A. 'Purf Club for having placed
thcir racecourse at the disposal of the sol-
diers.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Tell us about the
Proprietary clubs.

The ATORNEY GENERAL: I will tell
the hon, member nothing. The W.A. Turf
Club has been in existence as a club for over
50 years, and during the last 25 years it has
been incorporated by Ae~t of Parliament.
Moreover, its by-laws have to lie on the
Table of this House, and the House has
the right to say whether they shall pass into
law or not. Some hon. members have said
that we are handing over control to a body
and losing the reins, and one hon. member
who interjected would himself like to con-
trol the turf club or racing. The Govern-
ment of this country control quite enough
concerns without adding racing to the num-
ber.

Hon. J. Scaddan: I do not think you are
quite right when you say that the Turf Club
by-laws must lie on the Table of the House.
They have to be approved by the Governor
in Council.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T was told
by the Turf Club that that was so.

Hon. J. Scaddan: It is of no importance.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL:. In any

event, Parliament in respect of racing has
ultimate control. I am very proud that this
partieulorBill has come to hon. members-with-
out any squabbling. It comes forward with t.e
approval of the W. A. Turf Club, with the
approval of the unregistered clubs and the
Trottinr Association. If we alter the Bill
and eat it about, those approvals go. The
object of the Bill is as stated in its Title,
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and the Title I throw at the lion. member
for Guildford is perfectly correct. It is for
the restriction of horse-racing and trotting,
and it means what it says. Galloping is re-
stricted to 76 meetings in lieu of 102, and I
have told lion. members, that if the Bill
pases, in its present form, trotting also
will be restricted.

Hon. J. Seaddan: Why cannot we do it?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If the

House chooses to do it, it can do so. I coin-
mend the Bill to the House in the form that
the racing commnity say it should be in.

Hon. J. Scaddan: Y4ou are not proposing
to do that; you are restricting the number
of days. What reduction in trotting has
been suggested?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The Gov-
ernmnent said to these people, restrict your
dates, and they did so voluntarily' .

Hon. J1. Scaddan: Tell us by how many
days you have agreed to reduce trotting?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The trot-
ting people have been told that they will
be reduced.

Hon. J. Scaddan: They might not be
satisfied.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: They are
quite willing to leave the matter in the
hands of the Treasurer. Their position is
that they contend that their meetings should
not he reduced below 40. The Government
said that they' should be reduced to 30.

Hon. W. D). Johnson: Tell us about the
p~roprietary clubs.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I1 will not
answer the member for Guildford after the
insinuation lie made.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The pubhlic will
wvant to know.

Honn. J. Scaddan: No agreement has been
arrived at so far as trotting is concerned.

The ATTORNEY GENERALi: The trot-
ling people say that they cannot exist with
less than 40 meetings.

I-on. .1. Seaddan: Compromise with them.
Thie ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tn regard

to an interjcthion about the control of the
Turf Club, that body' is regulated by' a com-
mittec. the members of which are elected
by the single votes of the members of the
club, and ais lion, members know, when the
committee has pursued a policy' that has
not been agreeable to tile general racing

community, on more than one occasion be-
fore to-layv, that committee has been turned
out and a new committee put in their places.
Thie members of the W.A.T.C. control the
destinies of the club; nothing more demo-
cratic could be wished for. The control by
the individuals of the turf club is infinitely
preferable to control of racing by a junta
or a Government or a 'Minister. I think I
have answered most of the objections raised,
and it would serve no good purpose to speak
any farther except to thank hon. members
for the consideration they have shown the
Bill and me personally in discussing it.
Like the leader of the Opposition, I am not
a racing- man, and do not understand racing
parlance, hut may I reply to the member
for Guildford, and assure him that I have
brought tile Bill forward in a conscientious
wvay, and am endeavouring to deal equitably
wvith every member of the racing community.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Mr. Holman in the Chair; the Attorney

General in chairge of the Bill.
Clause 1-lgreed to.
Clause 2-No horse race to lie held with-

out license of the W.A.T.C.:

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I. move an
amend ment-

That in line 4 of Subeiause 2 the words
" sereflty-six" be struck out, and "fifty-
twco" inserted in lieu.

1 think in existing circumstances one meet-
ing a week is quite sufficient in the metro-
politan area.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It would be
very difficult to apportion 52 days among the
varions courses. The Bill has met tile appro-
val of the various racing bodies and if we
adler the principle I am afraidl they will not
are. The principle of Ilhe Bill iq that hli

racilnz clubs shall he allowed to manne thcir
own affairs. The1 have suggested a reduc-
tion or one-third o2 their meetings, which
hi,ois lei drove-, Io 7q. I venture to think
that reducing it to 52 wvoild upset the whoile
p~rinciple of the Bill. If TLhe amendment is
carried. I will not be ansulerable for the
consequences. If a Bill is b-oughit down
wvhich, mect% wit h fihe approval ol thle people
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who are to be governed by it, it is a very
a good thing, If thle House plasses a Bil
of some other character it will not be legis--
lating for the people who are about to lie
g-overned, hat will have some other motive in
its mind which should not influence it.

(12 o'clock midnight.]

MrI. LAMBERT: I support the amend-
ineur. It is the bounden duty of hion. muem-
bers, if they get thle opportunity in this time
of war, to curtail racing, and particularly
in tile metropolitan area. On the goldfields
thle racing clubs which wvetc owned and con-
rolled by the people had to buy out the

oilier clubs;,' and the same position will ob-
tain here unless we have some reasonable
restriections placed upon proprietary and
registered courses. I hope thle Committee
will adopt some means for restricting mac-
ing . It is anl absolute disgrace While ouir
soldiers are at the front that we should see
streams, of young fellows going to race meet-
ings three times a week.

Amuendmnent pat and a division taken with
thle following result:

Ayes . . . .10

Noes . .. . .. 23

Majority against .. 13

Mr. Angwln
Mr. Butcher
Mr. Collier
Mr. Connally
Mr. Cunningham
Sir. Foley
Mr. George
Mt. Hlckxn'mt
M?. [dfray
31ir. Mitchell
M r. Munsle
lir. Nairn

Noss.

MNIr. Alien
M.1r. Carpenter
Mr. Obesson
Mr. Green
M r. W. D. Johnson

Mr. Robinson
Mr. Scaddan
M r. Smith
Mr. S. Stubbs
Mr. Underwood
Itr. Versard
.Mr. Walker
Mr. Wanabrough
Mr. Willmot
Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. H~ardwickc

(Teller.)

Mr ?. I. Thnsicn
M r. Lamnbert
.14r. Thomas
Mir. Thomson
Mir. Oriffiths

(Teltcr.j

Amendment th--'- negatived.

Hlon. IV. DL JOHNSON: 1 desire to limiit
the proporl'0i of the 76 days that it is pro-
posed to give to racing c-lube, so far as pro-
prietarY' clubs are concerned. The Attor-

ney General ought to be able to tell thle Com1-
mittee how many of these meetings are to
go to proprietary clubs.

-1ir. Unlderwood: All, bar 17.
lion. W. D. JOHNSON: There are in

this State proprietary clubs which operate
for private gain purely and simply. I
understand there are now four of these,
clubs, and( I wvish them limited to six meet-
ings each per annum-qluite enough to pay
their expenses and taxes, although not
sufficient to giv-e them any large profits.

Mr. Smith: Why close down private
rac-ecotirses rather than pictuire shows?

1-Ion. W . D. JOHNSO.N: This bill blas
nothing to do with picture shows. If 1 canl-
not get from the Attorney Ujeneral the
numbers of meetings agreed upoon, I in-
tend to ask thle Chamber to limit the nmm-
ber to six. For my part I would not per-
mit profit to be made from racing at all.
The public say there must be racing and
the Glovernment say there shall be only
76 meetings. At Ascot one enjoys racing
tinder the most lhivourable conditions.
Seventeen meetings are to be given to As-
cot; but to the proprietary courses it is
proposed to give 59 meetings. Such an
understanding-, I. believe, has been arrived
at. b ut the arrangement is not fair, nor
will the public approve of it. It is one of
the secret understandings which are kept
front the public. I move an amendment on
tile amiendmnent-

That after the word "Year," in Sub-
clause 2, line 4, the following be in-
serted: '-Proprietary clubs shall not be
granted more than 24 meetings out of
the said 76."

Mr. LYDERWOOD: I agree with a
great deal of what has been said. Years
ago [ advocated that proprietary courses
should be abolished and the whole control
of nicilig handed over to the W.A.T.C.
Those whlo have spoken to-night, failed to
support wec in that proposal.

lion. AV. D. Johnson: I never opposed it.
Mr. UNDERWVOOD: Thlis session we

vail get no further than the Bill before us.
and we have to decide whether the Bill is
better than nothin. Are we going to al-
low 30 walloping meetings and 56 trottingt
meeting-s onl the Perth courses and allow
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a number of meetings at Midland Junction
as wellV I strongly deprecate that mem-
bers, on a question of this kind, should talk
miserable parochial politics. The member
for North-East Fremantle waiits racing at
Bk-ton, and the member for Guildford
wants racing at Midland Junction. Why
do ziot those lion, members advocate un-
limited racingI Bieton is a place not fit
to race goats on, and the member for North
East Fremnantle is simply going against the
Bill. The member for Guildford is going
against thle Bill because hie cannot get rac-
ing at Midland Junction.

Mr. LANMBERT. I support the amnend-
mneat because I desire the curtailment of
racing on proprietary courses. Like the
memnber for Pilbara, I believe that the con-
trol of racing should be restricted to one
body.

Mr. Underwood: We were onl the
Treasury benchles for live years and did iiot
do it.

'Mr. LA-MBER1T: The mnember for Pil-
bara now has an opportunity of limiting to
some extent the activities of privately-owned
racecourses. We should seize thle op-
portunity of limiting racing on privately
owned ouirses. The general idea of allow-
ing racing to get under the control of pri-
vate individuals is a bad one. What hap-
pened in Kalgoorlie only the other dlayI
We found thiat two paltry race courses at
Lakeside that were controlling uniiregistered
racing hiad to be bought out because that
wvas. the only way in which it was possible
to restrict racing.

Mr. Smith : This Bill will stop all that
sort of thing.

Mr. LAMBERT: It will not; in my
opinion it will fortify their position. I
hope that, the Premier will use his in-
fluence in persuading the umembers of his
party* to assist in trying to curtail racing
wherever possible in thle miet ropolita n area.
There is no justification whatever fir so
much racin.

lon. W. Q. ANGWVIN: I intend to vote
as the member for 1'ilhara proposes to do,
even though hie Igave me a dressing down.
If an arrangement has been made with a
view to i-educing racing I hope it will be
effective.

Mr. FOLEY: I intend to oppose the
amendment. We have already decided upon
76 meetings. Anyone with a knowledge of
racing is aware that thle track at lieadquar-
ters would not withstand 50 meetings a year.

rhave heard that the arrangement made con-
templates 17 meetings for headquarters and
ten each for the other three clubs, with 26
for Gouodwood. Headquarters will lose
practically nothing. When previously they
were asked to reduce the nuimber of meet-
ings they did not reduce their own racing.
They have endeavotired to make good fel-
lows of themselves at the expense of other
racecotirses. Certainly if we have 50 meet-
ings at Ascot the track will not, stand it.

Mri- THO0MAS: Chiarges of all descrip-
tions have heen hurled around thle Chamber
duiring thc debate. The member for Pilbara
has said that hie believes in doing away with
proprietary clubs, yet now lie says we must
accept the Bill as it stands. Certain mem-
bers who have hitherto hotly opposed
pirivaie enterprise have suddenly been in-
Spired to appeal on bjehlf of proprietary
racing clbs. On what grounds can such ad-
vocacy be justified? Justification for pro-
prietary "acing clubs living on the public
at a time like this seemns to come from mem-
hers -who should he strongly opposed to these
institutions. Whatever justification there
mia y be for racing,. devised and fostered in
the interests of the public, there can be at
the present time no justification whatever
for any prop~rietaryv racing clubs. What
good have they brought to Western Aus-
t ralia?- What have they clvone for any sec-
tion of the community, or for horse-racing
generally except to lower its tone?

'1%r. O'Loghlen: WVould you like your bus-
iness token away without conipensation?

MNr. THOMAkS: What has my business to
do it I poprietary raeing

%!r. O'Loghlen: it is their business.
Mr. THOMIAS: Is it not reducing the or-

gumlets to an hbsurdity? My honourable
frienlds mnust trot o-dt every evil in the coin-
niunity and say that we should deal with it
ait once. That is a moz4 ridiculous way of
a1proaching'l thle subject- The prop~osed
amnenldmnt iot the member ttr Guildford is
essentially right and just. The member for
Leonora in one of his paroxisnr, of eon-
fusion attacked hil and suindry, and niid that
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the number of race mneetings which it is pro-
posed to hold could not be held on the
WA.T.C course. If that number could not
he held there so much the better. Western
Australia has other things to do and fight
for than to spend so much money on an
amusement of that description. I am not
prepared to lend my sanction at the present
time to racing, conducted for the sole inter-
est, benefit and profit of the proprietary
racecourses. It is not creditable to hon.
members that they should advocate the
granting of special concessions to these per-
sons.

Nir. O'Lloghilen: There are no special con-
cessions involved.

Mr. THOMAS: The lion. member has al-
ways been advocating special concessions to
the racing fraternity.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You are wrong.
Mr. THOMAS: He has more interest in

these people than hie has in righting the
wrongs of the people of Western Australia.

Mr. O'Loghlen: That is just -what one
would expect to hear from you.

Mlr. THOMAS: The hion. member can ex-
pect what lie likes. He is always ready to
adlvocate the claims of these people.

Ur. O'Loghilen: You have never heard me
do so.

M1r. THOMAS: I have never heard] him in
anything else. The proprietary clumbs have
gathered a class of people around them who
are not desirable.

Hon. W. C. Angivin:, Do you attend their
meetings ?

Air. O'Loghhen: He knows as much about
them as a black-fellow does about physic.

Mr. THOMAS: I have attended some of
their meetings.

The Minister for Works: What is wrong
with the proprietar 'y clubs?

.0r. THOM[AS: I consider that racing- is
better conducted under the control and sup-
ervisioli of a club which is run in the inter-
ests of the public generally.

The Premier: That is the Turf Club.
Mfr. THOMKAS: Yes.
The Premier: They are going to contirol

it.
Mr- THOMAS: We have no definite state-

ment from the Minister in charge of the Bill
as to what the exact position really is.

lon. WV. D. Johnson: He knows it but
will not give it. [ have been trying to get
it all the night.

The Premier: You have been out all night.
Mr. THOMAS: If the Minister knows

why does he not take the House into his
confidence ?

The Premier: Why do not you give him
a chance to state what lie knowsl

Mr. THOM1AS: Will the M1inister clear
the atmosphere in regard to the matter? If
so, I will immediately resume my seat. I
am in favour of restric-ting- racing on unreg-
istered courses to the lowest. number possi-
ble.

AMr. O'LOOHLEN: I oppose the amend-
ment. t would not hare risen had it not
been for the Lingeneifous remiarks, of the
member for Bunbury. He was most unfair.
-1 have no knowledge of ever having made
use of special eloquence since I ]iave been
in this House on behalf of the racing fra-
ternity, but I do desire to be fair. I believe
all hon. members will recognise that when a
system has grown uip in which any evils
exist it is dilliciilt to eradicate those evils
at one fell swoop, and certainly it is diff-
cult to do sgo without causing some consid-
erable inconvenience to chose interested. It
hans not yet been established that proprietary
racing has more evils connected with it than
lies racing under the W.A.T.C. In point
of fact that form of racing has been much
cleaner than it has been tinder the W.A.T.C.

Hon. IV. D. Johnson: It is private gain
that we object to.

'Mr. O'LOGHIJEN: Private gain conies
into every walk of life. Are we going to

stthe precedent to-night that if pirivate
gains comne into opposition with our views
we are going to do an injustice to people
who have established a liusinessl Would the
Chamber deprive the member for Bunbury of
his livelihood without giving him compensa-
tion? I am prepared to give the trotting
association the -same meetings on percentage
as the others have.

Mr. Thomas: Did you advocate giving
the timber eompianies compensation whent
the State sawmills were established!

M1r. O'tL0GHLEN: -No. There is no an-

alogy. If we have the forests, we can
establish 20 sawmills; but we cannot es-
tabhish 20 raccourseq;. I an quite con-
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vineed that uinder this Bill no proprietary
club will receive more than its proper
qluota of dates.

Hion. WN. D. Jobns'ou': Do you say the
trotting association, who do not race for
gain, should receive only the same consider-
ationi as the proprietary clubs?

Mr. O'LOGHELEN: I believe a radical
improvement will result from the introduc-
tion of this Bill. It will effect a re~ductioa
of racig, which has been excessive i[V thle
metropolitan area. I resent, however, the
remarks of the member for Bunhury, who
has no more knowledge of the subject than
a blaekfellow has of metaphysics. I object
to the principle that lprivate ownership
whenever it comes before Parliament should
be abolished. The only plea for collective
ownership is when private ownei-ship is
to the detriment of the community' . Tile
privately owned race courses have carried
on with the consent of Parliament, in the
belief that they would he permitted to do
so for many years to come. From the point
of view of the average race-goer the Iro-
prietary courses furnishes equal facilities
to those supplied by the W.A.T.C., apart
fromt the question of scenic beauty. There-
fore, I contend it would be wrong to close
up the proprietary course without corn-
pensation. The matter may be left to the
discretion and judgment of the premnier
turf body of this State.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I think
some hon. mneibers have failed to hear- in
mind the two points I made in introducing
the Bill, which points paiticularly govern
this clause. The first point is that this Bill
is designed to curtail racing. The second
is the intention to do away for all itme in
Western Australia with what is known as
unregistered racing. I will give the Corn-
miittee all the figures in my possession on
the subject. The second point shows why
the mutilation of those clauses relating to
the 'N.A.T.O. wrould destroy the fabric of the
agreement arrived at between the 'N.A.T.C.
and the unregistred clubs. If the agreed
matter between the registered and unreg&-
istered bodies is destroyed, the balance will
he so disturbed that the unregistered
would say, "We will not go in with you'
registered people; we will stay as we are.''
In that ease we should have a continuance

of the divided control of galloping-re-
gist ered gal loping and Linregistered gallop-
ingo. We cannot compel two sections of the
C U11mnm1.iiity to coalesce unless they agree
to do so. The temper of the Chamber is
that lion, members are willing to accept
the suggestions of the racing bodies for
voluontaily curtailin g racing, and therefore
I cannot believe the Committee will be so
foolish as to wipe out either one section
or dhe other. Rion. pitembcrs must nob
forget that, whatever the figures mnay be
or were, the W.A.T.C. absolutely control
the whole situation; and the 'N.A.T.O. are
ain amateuir body, consisting of men who
make no profit out of racing either for them-
selves or for their club. The proprietary
elubs registered uinder the 'N.A.T.O. have
no voice in the government of the MT.A.T.C.
That is the ideal position-a racing body
separate and apart,. trusted by the commun-
ity, controlling racing. There could be no
better control. If we alter the status of
racing in Western Australia, we shall be
muaking a grievous blunder. At present
tile W.A. Rlacing Association, who govern
the unreg-istered courses, have 52 days.
'Pile \V.A. Trotting Association have 561
d9aysg The W.A.T.C., includling Phe five-
Clubs regislered under them, have .50 days.
Those 30 dlays are distributed as fol-
lows: Canning Park 10, Helena Vale
10, Belmont 10, the 'N.A.T.C. 17, Tat-
tersall's Club two, and the Hunt Club
one. I understand the Hunt Club are
an amateur body. Now it is proposed
to cut the W.A. Racing Clubs in
halves, reducing their meetings to 26.
Adding thme 2-6 to thle 50, there is a com-
bination for 'registered and ,unregistered
of 76 meetings. Hlon. members mast also
bear in mind that those 70 meetingse will be
absolutely controlled by the WJA.T.C.
Further. they must bear in- mind that the
(4oodwood course, after being registered,
will during the next five years be able to
hold only two of its meetings on Satur-
days and the other 24 meetings on Wednes-
days. At the end of five years the Wednes-
dlay meetings will cease altogether. Fur-
thermnore, if the Government wvant to make
additional reductions ily the number of
mneetings, the clubs are willing to agree.
That is all the information T have. In the
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ordinary way the figures would have been
given. but I'stron~gly object to the methods
of the mnember for Guildiford in bullying
for information. which would be given in
the ordinary course. T object to his acens-
ing' me of making secret contracts. As for
those who make secret contracts, the world
well knows where to place them. Theyv are
not on this9 side of the House.

I o'clock a.m.

The CHAIRMAN: Is the hon. member
reflecting against hon. members of this
Chamber in his statement about secret
contracts ?

The ATTORN-EY GENERAL:. No, no.
Irepeat ifw r odo away with uniregis-

tered racing we must not tamper with this
Bill.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON : I moved my
amendment in order to get the figures the
Attorney General has supplied to the Com-
mittee. The Attorney General must recog-
nise that hon. members are entitled to
information- I had made up my mind to
get the figures if it cost the whole night to
do so-

The Attorney General: I gave them to
the hion. member for 'Murchison because
he asked for them politely, but I am not
going to be bullied into giving informa-
tion.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON:. I mnade up my
mind to get the figures, and having got
them my amendment has served its pur-
pose. I therefore ask leave to wvithdraw it.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
Hon. W. C. ANOWVIN: I move an

amendment-
That in the proviso the words " at the

-request of the Western Australian Turf
Club " be struck out for the purpose of
inserting other worels

During the evening the question of the
Bitn course cropped up and I think it
is only fair that hon. members should know
something of the man whose evidence was
quoted. Mr. Clydesdale gave evidence be-
fore the select comnmittee and hie was asked
whether a man nam d Butler was registered.

r.Clydesdale replied, ". A man named
Butler has been trying for a couple of years
to be registered by us, but we would not
stand him." Then another question was
asked and Mr. Cly13desdale replied "We

absolutely refused to register him." The
evidence showed clearly that Butler was
trying to get even with those who were in
charge of the racecourse for the time being,
and that Butler gave his evidence out of
malice because he was refused registration.
Therefore his evidence was not worth
anything at all. The object I have in
moving the amnendm ent is that the Fremantle
people may share in the racing and enjoy
the privilege of six meetings with the con-
sent of the Treasurer. Attempts have been
made in the past to conduct rate meetings
at Fremantle but the Turf Club has made it
impossible. Fremantle never got fair play
because of vested interests. The district
is certainly entitled to conisideration.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : 1 must
oppose the amendment because the proviso
has been inserted for exceptional cases such
as meetings in connection with charity. It
will be within the provinice of the Turf Club
to ask the Treasurer to take over the Bieton
racecourse.

Mr. Taylor : Only for charitable purposes.
The ATTORNMEY GENERAL: It does

niot say charitable purposes, but that is
really the intention of it. It would be
within the power of the WV.A.T.C. to request
a day for Bicton. The amendment would
mean that Bicton would have six racing
days. If the amendment is agreed to I
do not know who would hold the race
meetings there. The racing association
would not, because they have said they will
abandon Bicton and Kensington. Of course
the hon. member might establish some
racing clubs at Fremantle and the W.A.T.C.
would then have the right to register it.
The amendment would defeat the object
of the Bill.

11r. TAYLOR: floes the Attorney-
General really think that a large section of
the people of Fremantle should come 15
miles to Ascot to see a galloping mneeting T
The Bill should at least provide that, if the
people of Fremantle form a racing club,
they have the right to race at least
si-x days a year. Under the BiU, Fremantle
will suffer an injustice. It is only reason-
able that Frem antle should have its race-
course if it is so desired. Why should the
people of Perth receive more consideration
than those of Fremantle ? In the past
Fremnantle has had its racing, but the Bill
will put an end to that.
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Mr. CARPENT1ER: Whilst I agree with
the placing of racing under recognised
control and the restriction of the number
of race meetings, I contend that the re-
striction should apply fairly all round
amongst racing people, and that the Bill
should not sacrifice the interest of the racing
fraternity in any part of the metropolitan
area for the benefit of those living in another
Ipart. It would have been much better if
the Minister, when he had the Bill framed
and saw the difficulty which existed, had
made an effort to overcome it. I under-
stand the W.A. Turf Club are prspared to
give six meetings in the year to Bicton on
the condition that the course is brought
up to something like the standard of the
Goodwood course. The condition, however,
makes racing at Bicton impossible and means
the closing up of the course, which is not
fair.

The Attorney General: I have no know.
ledge of that.

Mr. CARPENTER: I do not know how
long the W.A. Turf Club propose to give to
the Bicton people for them to improve theft
course. It is impossible to make it as good
as the Goodwood course. The question
of the condition of a racecourse is a matter
for those who race upon it and patronise
it. If the people who run their horses
round the Bicton racecourse are satisfied to
do so, I do not see why anyone else should
say it does not please them and that they
must close up. I am afraid the hon. mem-
her has moved his amendment in
such a way as to provoke the hostility of
members. It would have been better to
have had a separate proviso saying that six
of the 76 meetings should be held on the
Fremantle racecourse.

Amendment put and negatived.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I move an

amendment-
That in Subdause 2 after the word

"year " the following be added :-
in aid of any public hospital or other

charitable fund."
The Attorney General pointed out that the
intention of the clause was to assist in the
raising of funds for charities. If so, there
should be no objection to this being put
into the Bill. It would then limit ordinary
racing to 76 days in the year, with five
additional days to he given to charities if
os required.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I oppose the
amendment, which is merely parochial
rubbish. A member should not, just for
the sake of getting an advertisement in
his electorate, spoil the drafting of a Dill.
I hope the Attorney General will stick to
his Bill. If the words of the amendment
are inserted a dozen times in the measure,
that will not compel the racing body to
hold such meetings.

Mr. TAYLOR: The Attorney General
has already pointed out that the Bill has
been drafted as it stands in order to satisfy
the Parliamentary draftsman. The Bill
does not specify that the extra dates are to
be for charitable purposes. The amend-
ment seeks to specify that they shall be
for charitable or patriotic purposes. I
think the Attorney General might accept
the amendment.

The Attorney Genera! I do accept it.
Amendment put and passed ;the clause

as amended agreed to.
Clause 3-No trotting racing to he held

without the license of the W.A. Trotting
Association:

Mr. UNDERWOOD: As we have re-
stricted galloping racing, it is desirable
we should also restrict trotting racing. I
suggest the Attorney General agree to an
amendment restricting trotting meetings
in the metropolitan area to 30 per annum.

Members: Thirty-five.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I have on

the Notice Paper an amendment the object
of which is to retain the present number
of trotting meetings, namely 56. 1 appeal
to hon. members for fair play. This
measure is called a Racing Restriction Bill;
but, nevertheless, it gives the W.A.T.C.
the same number of meetings as they have
held for some time past. If we are sincere
iii our desire to pass an equitable measure,
we will give the trotting association also
their present number of meetings. I wish
to emphasise that under this Bill the
W.A.T.C. meetings are not being reduced.
As a result of difficulties arising out of
the war, trotting meetings have already
been reduced. Therefore, the Committee
should recognise what has been done in
this respect and allow the trotting as-
sociation to retain their diminished number
of meetings. It has been asserted that if
the clause passes as it stands, the trotting
people will have unlimited racing hibut
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that is not so. The clause says that the
trotting association shall have control of
trotting racing, but it gives them no number
of meetings whatever. I ask merely for the
continuation of what exists to-day as
regards trotting. The carrying of my
amendment will mean that the trotting
association will be bound to reduce the
numnber of meetings to which they agreed
when approached by the late Premier. On
the other hand, the W.A.T.C. when ap-
proached by the late Premier refused
to reduce the number of their meetings.
I move an amendment-

That the following be added to stand
as Subdause 2 :-" Subject as hereinafter
~provided, the number of trotting meetings
to be held in the metropvolitan area, inclusive
of the trotting meetings of the W etern
Australian Trotting Association, shaol not
exceed fifty-six in any year, and no license
shall be issued by the Western Australian
Trotting Association in contravention of
this section :Provided that the Colonial
Treasurer may, at the request of the Western
Australian Trotting Association, authorise
trotting meetings to be held on not exceeding
five additional days in any year."
Mr. THOMSON:- I shall move later that

the number of trotting meetings be 26
instead of 56. This being a Bill for the
restriction of horse-racing and trotting, the
trotting association wvill be getting a fair
deal if allowed one meeting per fortnight.
The whole of their racing is to be held on
one course. The W.A.T.C. will he allowed
only 17 meetings on their Ascot course. I
think ire shall be giving the Trotting
association a fair deal by allowing them
to have a meeting once a fortnight.

The ATTORN EY GENERAL: I would
like to see the Bill go through as introduced
and that the Government should be left
to deal with the whole question. I suggest
that the words " Fifty-six in any one year"-
be struck out, and that the Committee
should then consider what should be sub-
stituted. A compromise has been suggested
and I would not be opposed to the sugges-
tion of 35 meetings.

Mr. THOMSON: I niov-e an amendment
on the amendment-

That " Fifty-six " be struck out.
Amendmient put and passed.
Hon. J. SCADDAN: The words have

been struck out and it is now competent

for any hon. member to substitute others.
Any number may now he inserted.

The CHAIRMAN: Any number may
now be moved to take the place of the num-
ber struck out.

Ron. WV. D. JOHNSON: I move an
amendment-

That the words " forty-five " be inserted.
I understand that the Trotting Association
have agreed that they can manage at the
Association ground with 40 meetings. I
desire to get some consideration extended
to the trotting grounds at Midland Junction.
We have given the Helena Vale race club
ten meetings, a course that is owned by a
company or an individual. The trotting
grounds which are not far from the Helena
Vale course have. been improved by the
people there.

Mr. Smidth: Are they still holding meet-
ings there?

Hoan. W. D. JOHNSON: No, because an
injustice has been done by the Treasurer in
preventing the association from holding
their meetings there, If it is correct, as
the trotting people say, that 40 meetings
will suit them in the metropolitan area,
surely we can allow five to Midland Junction
with the right to appeal in respect of the
other five left to the discretion of the Trea-
surer. it is only reasonable that a rate-
payers' trotting ground from which the rate-
payers derive enjoyment should be
allowed to continue. Why should a proprie-
tary club, the profits of which go to the pro-
prietor, have 10 meetings, while no provision
is made for the ratepayers' trotting ground
at Midland ? The ratepayers ought to have
just as much consideration as is given to
the proprietor of another course.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: The Committee
could well agree to a compromise between
the proposal of the trotting association
and that of the Treasurer. The member
for Guildford has asserted that the action
of the Treasurer in reducing the trotting
meetings in the metropolitan area was the
cause of the cessation of trotting at Midland
Junction. It was not due to the action
of the Treasurer that trotting was stopped
at Midland. It was due to the fact that
the trotting association did not encourage
trotting at Midland, and consequently ceased
their operations there. The controlling body
if they have made any agreement, have done
so of their own volition and we are prepared
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to permit the controlling body to continue
that practice, which seems a desirable one.
All that the Treasurer dlid was to decreal
that the number of race meetings in the
metropolitan area should be reduced, and
it was left to the controlling bodies to
apportion that reduction.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The member for
Guildford has said that the local authori-
ties, the ratepayers, have provided a trotting
course at Midland. I would like to know
where in the Municipalities Act the local
authorities got power to spend money on
trotting courses. The Minister controlling
the local authorities should look into this.

The Minister for Works : I will see to
it in the morning.

Amendment put and negatived.
Mr. TAYLOR I move an amendment-

That " forty "be inserted.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: We give to the
proprietor of a proprietary course 36 meet-
ings and now we question whether the
trotting association should get 40. The
contract between the racing association
and the W.A.T.C. is that 26 meetings shall
go to Gioodwood and 10 to Belmont. The
same man controls hoth Goodwood and
Belmont. 'We are giving 36 meetings to
the proprietors of the proprietary clubs and
are refusing to the Trotting Association,
which is an amateur association, more than
40 meetings.

Hon. T. Walker: Why your interest in
it ?

lion. WV. D. JOHNSON: I am interested
in fair play. T might retort, why the hon.
member's interest in proprietary clubs ?

Hon. T. Walker:- I am not interested in
them.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Let the hon.
member hold his tongne then. This is
nothing short of a public scandal and should
not be permitted.

2 o'clock a.m.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result :

Ayes
Noes -

Majority

29

against .. 21

AYES.

Mr. Ohesson
Mr. Griffitbs
Mr. W'. D. Johnson
Mr. Nairn
'Air. Taylor

Mir.
Mr.
Mr.

Thomnas
Willmott
O'Loghicla

(Trller)

NOES.
Mr. Allen
Mr. Angwln
Mr. Butcher
A] r. Carpenter
'hit- Collier
At . Connolly
Mr. Cunningham
Mr, Foley
M1r. G. 0nie

Mr. Green
M r, Harrison
Alr. Hlckmott
Nr. 11, B3. Johnston

Mr. Lambert
Mr. Lefroy

Mr. Mitchell

M~r. Munsie
M%1r. Robinson
Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Smith
Mr. S. Stubbae
Mr. Thomnson
Mr, Underwood
Mr. Veryarl
Mr. Walker
Mr, Wansbrougha
Mr, F. Wilson
Mr. Hardwick

(Teller.)I
Amendment thus negatived.
Mr. THOMSON : I move an amend-

met-
That " twenty-six " be inserted.

The reason why I advocate 26 is that this
Bill is introduced with the idea of restricting
horse racing. The Trotting Association has
the only course that has racing at night
time. It is the only place which affords such
easy access to the public. There are
hundreds of people in the metropolitan area,
who seem to have no soul above horse-
racing. Trhe member for Ouildford seems
to be fighting for one particular ourse,
which is Midland Junction. This Bill
states that the Trotting Association will
have control of trotting within the mnetro-
politan area, which means within a radius
of 30 miles of the Town Hall. If we are
sincere in our desire to curtail racing, then
this Committee should agree to the amend-
ment, which will give the Trotting As-
sociation one meeting per fortnight.

Mir. TAYLOR: I do not think the hon.
member realises that he has no possible
chance of carrying his amendment. The
Committee have pretty well decided on
a compromise, and that compromise is
35 meetings.

.Mr. UN.%DERWOOD: Statements have
been made that trotting cannot live with
less than 40 mneetings annually. The people
of Western Australia lived before the
trotting association was born. In my
opinion, the people would still get on if
the trotting association died. In fact
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they would get on much better if the
trotting association closed down altogether.
The sport of trotting is taking our women,
and the money of the soldiers is being
spent at the trots. I want those who
advocate the larger number of meetings
to bear in mind that the soldiers' wives
are at the trots Saturday night after
Saturday night, doing in the soldiers'
money. I was at the trotting meeting
held on last Saturday night, and I saw
that over 50 per cent. of the attendance
were women-in fact, there were 60 per
cent. of women. If the members for North-
East Fremantle and Guildford want to
encourage this thing, they should come out
and do it openly-not try to get on-
cessions for their own little districts. There
seems to be a desire that trotting should
continue to Some extent. The present
proposal is to have 26 trotting meetings,
with an additional five meetings which
may he granted. That would represent
one meeting per fortnight with five extra
meetings for special occasions, and that
seems to me quite enough. If there is
too much racing, the racing deteriorates,
because owners can run their horses " dead."
If the meetings are restricted in nuwmber,
owners have to run their horses straight
in order to win when the horses are [Bt.
It will be a good thing for the people who
attend the trots to have one Saturday per
fortnight off from the trots. There is a
big wastage of the people's earnings in
trotting and on the racecourses. As I
said six years ago, if I had my way I would
restrict both trotting and galloping. I do
object to members who pretend to look
after the morals of the people coming here
to vent personal spite and spleen. I am
prepared to support the amendment by
way of meeting the opinions of others.

Hon. W'. C. A-NGWIN: In reply to the
member for Pilbara-though I do not
know whether it is worth while taking
notice of what he said-I have not shown
any spleen or spite. I have been candid
as regards my instructions from the residents
of my district ; but I have not libelled
soldiers' wives. I do not believe soldiers'
wives have money to waste at the trots.
A weekly income of £2 5s. does not permit
it. The practice of attacking soldiers'
wives on the score of extravagance is
becoming wide-spread. The remarks to

which I allude were uncalled-for. The
Attorney General has said, on behalf of
the Government, that ' 30 meetings are
sufficient. The trotting association ask
for 40, but are prepared to accept 35.
I think we should grant 35 meetings.

Mr. TAYLOR: I should not have risen
but for the statements of the member for
Pilbara. Neither that hon. member nor
any other hon. member should endeavour
to influence the Committee by maligning
solders' wives in order to bolster up an
argu~ment which is groundless. The mant
who, having selected a partner for life,
feels that his country needs him, knows,
in going to the Front, that he leaves be.
hind him someone who deserves more
respectful treatment than that of being
traduced by the nmeiber for Pilbara.
Let me point out that the wives of some
of the best men in Western Australia
visit the trotting meetings. I have seen
as respectable women at the trotting
meetings as I have ever seen anywhere and
I have never noticed anything in the slightest
degree imumoral. I anm not going to stand
here and listen to any hon. member malign-
lng the wives of soldiers. Such a thing
shows the poverty of the intellect behind
the argument. There is a general under-
standing that a compromise is almnost
sure to be arrived at and the Attorney
General has stated that he wvill accept
a compromise of 35. The association
with that number of meetings will still
be able to continue and prosper, but I
ea confident that they will not be able
to carry on if the number of meetings is
reduced to 26. Again reverting to the
number of' women who attend the meetings,
I do not think it will be found that mere
than 15 per cent. of the total attendance
is made up of women?

Hon. J. Scaddan: What does it matter
if 50 per cent. are women?

Mr. TAYLOR: A great number of
people in this community can only see
women when they are walking about;
they never look at men.

The Minister for Works: You are speak.
ing from experience.

,Mr. TAYLOR : I am speaking of my
knowledge of the Minister for Works.

The Minister for Works: It is a damned
lie.
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The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member must withdraw that remark and
apologise.

The Minister for W~orks: I have to
withdraw and I have to apologise and I
regret it.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must not infer that ho regrets he has to
apologise.

The Minister for Works: I regret what
I said.

The CHAIRMAN -. That is quite suffi-
cient.

Mr. TAYLOR: I have some feeling and
I amn not going to allow any hon. member
in this Chamber to assume virtues that
I do not think he posseses, but I will only
resent them in accordance with the decorum
of the Chamber and if my resentment
goes against the wishes of this House, I
will cease firing immediately. I want to
commend that to the Minister for Works.

The Minister for Works: I do not want
any commendation from you.

The CHAIRMAN: Order !
Mr. TAYLOR: I will deal with the

amendment but I would rather you gave
me permission to deal with the Minister for
Works.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
will please deal with the amendment.

Mr. TAYLOR: If the amendment
limiting the number of meetings to 26
is carried, the trotting association will be
killed. Why does not the member for
Katanning be honest and say "I am
absolutely opposed to sport, trotting in-
cluded, the opening of hotels and every-
thing."

Mr. Thomson : That shows how fair
you are.

31r. TAYLOR: That is the attitude
taken up by the hon. member. When I
feel that every subterfuge has heen re-
sorted to to destroy a sport which is accept-
able to a large proportion of the comnmunity.
that soldiers wive are brought into the
question, and that rasealitv is introduced
to malign the association controlling the
sport, am I not justified in taking up the
stand I have adopted ?

Mr. Thomson: Did I say that ?
M4r. TAYLOR: The hon. memnber is

not capable of saying anything that is in-
telligible. Any member in this Chamber
with his eyes open and who knows human

nature can find reasons for attributing some
evil motive to a noble action.

Hon. J. Scaddan: Let him who is with-
out sin cast the first stone.

M%,r. TAYLOR: Then there never -will
be a stone shifted from this Chamber.
I am prepared to support a reasonable
compromise.

Mr. GREEN: The member for Mt.
Margaret previously put up what he deemed
absolute proof that the trotting association
would fail if it had less than 45 meetings.
Now the hon. member takes up the position
that 35 meetings constitute the absolute
limit. I trust the Government will stand
to their original proposition of 30. 1 do
not desire to see the trotting association
go out of existence, but I frankly admit that
I think the trotting is even less desirable
than the galloping. Next week the Kal-
goorlie Trotting Club has three days of
racing. When this trotting first started
at Kalgoorlie a solemn promise was given
not to hold a meeting on pay day, yet the
date of their next meeting, Monday, the
19th inst., is a pay day. I trust that,

thirty " will be carried.
Hon. J. SCADDAN: The Committee

should agree to a compromise. I protest
against the tone of the debate and this
continuous introduction of the statement
that soldiers' wives patronise any had
form of sport. One would think that the
only form of sport catering for women is
trotting. As a matter of fact many gallop-
ing meetings cater specially for women.
Yet nobody suggests that there is anything
wrong with that. But because a woman
goes to a trotting meeting she commits a
crime, according to some hon. members. I
-protest emphatically against that sort of
thing. There is no evidence that soldiers'
wives are wasting their money at the
trots.

Mr. FOLEY: I hold no brief for any
particular class of racing. Galloping is
to be reduced by one-third. The trotting
association have said that they are willing to
suffer a reduction from 56 days racing to
40. The Government say, "~ You shall
have 30 only." Now a compromise has been
effected, and in a spirit of fairness the Com-
mittee. should accept it.

Mr. 1WUNSIE: If only for the fact that
there have been insinuations regarding
the attendance of ladies at trotting meetings
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I shotu d vote against the amendment. I
have visited the trotting meetings three
times during the last four mneetings and have
taken my wife with me. 1, therefore,
bitterly resent the imputation that my wife
is more immoral than the women who
do not attend these meetings.

The Minister for Works :No one said
that.

Mr. MNUNSIE :They have. The soldier's
wife is not getting sufficient from the Com-
monwealth Government to permit of her
squandering the money she is supposed
to squander at these trotting meetings.
It is highly discreditable to hion. members
that they should by introducing some
partiotic cry endeavour to do some damage
to an opponent. This question has nothing
to do with soldiers' wives, for the reason
that I have stated. I believe that the
Trotting Association conduct their business,
whether from the moral or any other aspect,
in a manner superior to that on any
registered or unregistered racecourse in the
metropolitan area. It has been said that
Western Australia lived before the Trotting
Association come into existence. 1 might
say that Western Australia has also lived
since they came into existence. I endorse
the principle to limit the amount of racing
in the metropolitan area, but do not say
that racing should be abolished altogether.
If I have been at the trotting meetings
once or twice and have not backed a winner
it does not cause me to be down on trotting.
I believe that if the meetings are restricted
to 26 it will mean the wiping out of the
Association.

Mr. Underwood: And a good job too.
Mr. IHJNSIE :That is a matter of

opinion. If the hion. member wishes to
wipe it out altogether why is he not con.
sistent ? Why is he not man enough to
come into the House and advocate the
abolition of all racing?

Air. Underwood: I am advocating it.
Nr. MUNSIE: He is not game to do

it.
Mr. Underwood: Get your head read.
Mr. MIITNSIE: He wants to chide other

lion. members with not being sincere in
their opinions. I do not believe that
three per cent. of the women attending the
Perth trotting meetings are the wives of
soldiers, because they do not get sufficient
from the Commonwealth to enable them

to attend. I hope the amendment will be
defeated.

The Minister for Works : It will not be
defeated.

Mr. MUNSIE ;Twenty-six days in the
year is not a reasonable number. if
lion. members were prepared to raise the
question of abolishing racing altogether I
would go a long way towards meeting them.
When, however, they adop a subterfuge.
and introduce something which they know
is going to wipe out a business I find my-
sell opposed to them. They are not game
to move to wipe out racing altogether.

Mr. Thomson: Are you referring to me

Mr. 1\IIINSIE :- I am referring to no hion.
member in particular. I am not prepared
to support any hon. member who proposes
something that will wipe out this Associa-
tion altogether.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I am surprised
at the heat displayed by the hion. member.

Mr. Munsie : I am surprised at you. My
wife is just as honourable as anyone else's
wife.

Air. UNDERWOOD: I do not accuse
the hion. member's wife or any other person
attending the trotting meetings with being
dishonourable or immoral ? I did not use
the word " moral " in the matter at all.

Mr. Munsie: You have only one motive
in view.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: What is that?7
I would prefer to see the trots abolished,
but I never mentioned the question of
imunorality.

Mir. Thomas: You said there were 60 per
cent, of women there.

Mir. UNDERWOOD: I said there was
a wastage and a big one, not only in regard
to trotting but in regard to galloping as
well,

Mr. Taylor: And in picture shows.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: And in drapers'

shops as well. Economy should bo prae-
ticed in these war times.

Air. Munsie: Are we not practising it?
Mr UNDERWOOD : Down at the trots!I

I think not.
Air. Munsie: We are reducing the number

of race meetings by one-third.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: I never raised the

question of immorality in connection with
the trots or in connection with any women
who attended them.
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Mr. Thomas:- What did you mean when
you complained that the trotting meetings
were attended by 00 per cent. of women ?

Air. UNDERWOOD:. That there was
a big wastage of money.

Mir. Taylor: That is a mere subterfuge.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: We should en-

deavour to prevent that wastage. As to
the introduction of patriotism into this
discussion, I can say that I did not introduce
Miss Pankhnurst into Western Australia.

Mr. Munsic:. I ami more opposed to her
being here than you are, and YOU know it.
It is a dirty insinuation.

The CHAIRAN1 : Order !The member
for Pilbarn has no right to introduce Miss
Panhlkurss, into this discussion.

Air. UNDERWOOD : If trotting is such
a great sport, whyv is it not conducted in
daylight ?

Mr. Taylor: I n order to give the people
who have to work in daylight a chance to
attend.

Air. UNDERWOOD:. The people do not
work on Saturday afternoon ; why do not
the trots have a go then?

Mr. AMnsie: Because the gallopers have
all the days.

Mr. U'NDERWOOD) 1 am surprised
at the heat which is being shown. My
statement as to the number of wom-en at
trotting meetings is correct, as near as I
can make it.

Mr. Taylor: The womlen attending the
trots would not make 15 per cent. of the
total attendance. The figures prove that.

Mir. UNDERWOOD: On the gamibling
phase-although I waste a bit of money
myself in gambling-after all is said and
done, women have not the same power of
resistance as men have, and when women
take to gambling it is likely to he serious.
Seeing that the attendance at trotting
meetings consists to the extent of at least
60 per cent. of women, this is a matter
which we, as legislators, should look to.
If we know of a huge wastage, we are
right in endeavouring to stop it. I said the
soldiers' wives were spending money at
the trots.

Air. Munsie:- The soldiers' wives have not
enough to live on.

Mr. UNDERWOOD:- Every pennly is
wanted at a time like this; and should we
not try to make some provision for the
retUfli of our soldiers ? My contention

is that we should endeavour to stop aill
avenues of wasteful expenditure, including
both trotting and galloping. I have spoken
in this Chamber against excessive racing
for seven or eight years past. Had the
Attorney General proposed to go further
as regards both classes of racing, he would
have had my support. If the trots can-
not do with one meeting per fortnight and
a few additional meetings thrown in, let
themn turn it up, and the people of the
metropolitan area will be infinitely better
off.

Mr. HARflWICK : I oppose the amend-
ment. The association ground on which
moss of the trotting mneetings are con1-
ducted is in mny electorate. The trotting
association have conlic along in a spirit of
compromise with a suggestion to which
the Attorney General has agreed. It is
quite tile delight of East Perth residents
to see the brilliantly illumninated trotting
ground onl Saturday night, with its flower
gardens and lawns, and to listen to the
strawns of beautiful music. Moreover, some
of the finest horses in thle world race on
that ground. Between 2,000 and 3,000
people find a great deal of pleasure in
attending the meetings on Saturday even-
ing. The sport has grown up under Govern-
meat sanction ; and to reduce the number
of meetings, as the amendment suggests,
to 26 per annum would be grossly unfair.
If the amendment is carried it will mean
the entire annihilation of the sport. The
Committee will act wisely in accepting
the compromise suggested by the Attorney
General.

3 o'clock a.

Mr. ALLEN : I support the amendment
moved by the miember for Katanning.
I would remind hon. members that trotting
did not come into existence by a vote
of the House. I have no desire to close
up the sport altogether but we must re-
member that we are going through abnormal
times and we want as far as possible to
conserve all the resources that We can.

Mr. Taylor: What about' the picture
shows ?

'Mr. ALLEN: I always have a picture
when the hon, member is in front of me.
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Mr. Taylor : I am sorry I cannot re-
ciprocate.

Mr. ALLEN:- I have been to the trots
on two occasions, on both of which there
was a greater percentage of women present
than men. Some of the mnen whom I saw
there could n-oil be at the front. I am
told that there are $00 horses in training
and that mneans the employmntt Of aL large
numnber of men and boys who are lit for
service. As I have stated trotting did not
coule into ex'istence by the will of the
House, and this is the first opportunity
we have had of discussing the question.
I am convinced we would not suffer any
loss if it went out of existence altogether.
In saying this I amn expressing the 'views
of my electors.

Mr. Taylor:- Ross and Co.

Mr. ALLEN:. Do not be silly. I am
convinced if we took the opinion of the
electors, trotting would he abolished by
five to one. It is our duty to look at
the question fairly and to ask whether we
are prepared to go on having this sport
while our own flesh and blood are fighting
for our existence. If we allow this kind
-of thing to go on we do not deserve to)

get recruits.

Mr. Taylor: Do you mean to say that
because our people are sports they will
not go the front

Mr. ALLE.N: It is generally admnitted
that while we have so mnuch trotting we
will not get recruits. If we took a net
into St. George's Terrace on a settling day
we would get a nice haul of men fit for
active service. Trotting is no good to
God, to man, or to the devil.

Mr. THOMSON: Thle member for Mt.
M1argaret asked, if I desired to abolish racing
why did I not come out into the light.
The member for Hannans. made use of the
same insinuation. If I thought that hon.
members were sincere and that I had
sufficient support, I would have no hesi-
tation in seriously proposing the abolition
of trotting. 'However, I know there is
no hope of such a consummation. I think
one race meeting a fortnight is quite
sufficient. The people generally are de-
sirous that trotting should he curtailed.
I hope my amendment will be carried.

Amendment (that twenty-six be inserted)
put and a division taken with the following
result:

Ayes
Noes

Majority against

AraB.

Mr. Allen
"r, lutcher
"Mr. George
Mr. Green
Mr.Orfth
M r. Harrison
Mt. Eilemott
M r. B. B. Johnston
Mr. Mullany

Noss.

Mr. Angwin
Air. Carpenter
Mr. Cheason
Mr. Connolly
Mr. Cunningham
Mr. Foley
Mr. Hardwick
Mr *W. D. Johnson
Mir. Lainbert
Mr. Lprry

Mir.
Air.
M r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mir.

Utr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mir.
Mr.
Mr.
SIr.

16
19

.. 3

Thomas
Underwood
VerYard
Walker
Wansbrough
P. Wilson
Thomson

(Teller.)

AMftcielI
Mensie
Rablnsn.
Scaddan
Smith
S. Stubbs
Taylor
WiI Imott
O'Logblen

(Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.
Ron. T. WALKER: I move an amend-

ment:
That SO be inserted.

That will practically give what is asked
for by the Trotting Association and allow
for 5 meetings for charities as well.

Mr. Munsie: Why not make the galloping
clubs give something for charities as well ?

Hon. T. WALKER: They have done so.
Mr. Taylor: You have given Wren

86 days.
Hon. T. WALKER: We have not.

This is a fair proportion to give the trotting
association in the way of racing dates.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I appeal on
behalf of the association in the name of
common justice. The association sought to
compromise with 35 racing dates, but the
compromise also included 5 racing dates
for charities making a total of 40.

Amendment put and a, division taken
with the following result:

Ayes . . . .17

Noes . .. . .. 17

At.ie 0
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Ays.
Mr. Allen
Mr. Butcher
Mr. Connolly
Mr. George
Mt. Green
Mr. Griffiths
Mr. Harrisont
Mr. Hiekmaott
Mr. E. 13. Johnston

NOES.

Mr. Angela
Air. Carpenter
Mr. Cbesson
Mr. Cunningham
Mr. Foley
Mr. Hardwick
11r. WV. 1). Johnson
M r. Lambert
Mr. Let roy

The CHAIRMAN:
matter back for further consideration and
will vote with the noes.

Amendment thus negatived.
Hon. WV. C. ANGWIN: I move an

amendment-
That 3i5 be inserted.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:

Ayes . .. . .. 23
Noes . .. . .. 10

Majority for

Ayms.
Mr. Angelan
Mr. Butcher
Mr. Carpenter
Mr. Cheeson
Mr. Connolly
Mr. Cunningham
Mt. Foley
Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Hlckniott
Mr. W. D. Johnson
Mr. Lambhert
M-t. Leiroy

NOES.

- 13

Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Montle
Mr. Roblin
Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Smith
Mr. S. Stubbs
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Veryard
Mr. Wilimoti
Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. O'Loghien

(Teller.)

Atr. Allen Mr. Thomson
Mr. Ceorge Mr. Underwood
Mt. Green Mr. Walker
Mr. Harrison M r. Griffiths
Mr. R. 03. Johnston (Teller.)
Mr. Muitony

Amendment thus passed.
Holl. W. C. ANQWflq: I move an

amendment-
That the following be added to the

proviso .- ' in aid of any public hospital
or other charitable or patriotic purpose."

Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Mouseay
Mr. Utnderwod
Mr. Veryard
Mr. Walker
Mr. Wansbroogh
Mr. F. 'Wilson
Mr. Thomson

(Teller.)

Mr. Muras
Mr. Robinson
Mr. Scaddan
M r. Smith
Mt. S. Stubbs
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Wilimcnt
Mr. O'Loghien

(Teller.)

I will refer the

Mir. THOMSON: I hope the amnendment
will be carried. If the trotting association
are as keen in support of charity as they
are represented to be, they will give up
some of their ordinary meetings to the
causes of charity and patriotism.

Hon. W. C. ANOWJIK: The hon. member
is opposing the amiendmnent because he
wishes to see the proviso deleted. My
desire is to have the same words inserted
in connection with trotting as were inserted
in connection with galloping.

Amendment (Hon. AV. C. Angwin's)
put and passed.

Amendment (new sub-clause), as amend-
ed, put and passed ; tie clause as amended,
agreed to.

Clauses 4, 5-agreed to.
New clause:
Mr. LAMB3ERT: I move-

That the following be inserted to stand
as Claus 6 :-After this let January,
1922, no race or trotting meeting and no
horse, trotting, or pony race for any stake
or prize shall be held under the control of
or on ground in the possession of any
person or club unless the Colonial Trea-
Surer is Satisfied that no profits or gains
are for the benefit of any person or are
divisible amongst (te individual mnembers
of such club or any of themt.

My idea is practically to stop any pro-
prietary club from holding a race meeting
after five years from this date. This is
the most important phase of the Bill.
Only recently an attempt wa~s made in
IRalgoorlie to curtail racing, and it was
found that the established clubs had no
opportunity of restricting meetings unless
they bought out the other clubs in ex-
istence. It has been definitely laid down
that the control of racing by any pro-
prietary body for gain is undesirable. I
hope members not directly interested will
try to restrict the profit gained fromt the
proprietary racing in this State. The
trouble with the sport throughout Aus-
tralia is that racing has drifted into the
hands of proprietary clubs operating for
individual gain. We have proprietary
bodies racing at Bicton, (loodwood, Helena
Vale, and Canning Park. ily desire in
moving this new clause is to test the sin-
cerity of the Committee as to whether or
not they will try and control racing.
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The CHAIRMAN: Order! I have been
looking at the amendment and I have
arrived at the conclusion that. it is hardly
relevant to the Bill. We are not dealing
with proprietary clubs and the Title of
the Bill would have to be altered were the
hon. member's amendment agreed to.
The lion, member's correct procedure would
be to test the feeling of the House by a
motion, and if the motion were carried the
Government could consider the advis-
ability of introducing a Bill to deal with
the mnatter. I amn reluctantly compelled
to rule the lion. member's amendment out
of order.

Mr. LAIMBERT: I bow to your ruling.
Title-agreed to.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Bill reported with amendments, and the
report adopted.

Houme adjourned at 3.60 am.

legislative Council,
W~ednesday, 14th March, 1917.
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Pecos presented .. .. .. .. .. .. 22,11
Questions Close of Session......................2M4

Coal backes. a. fine.......................-49
Bills: Agricultu'ral Batik Act Am~endment, recom. 249

Racing Restriction. Is....................2M4,
Land and Incomie Tax, ksse59nent Act Ame~id.

meat, Corn ...................... 2355
Inidustries Astistance Act Amiendmnent. C.,. 2360
State Trading Concerns (No. 2), 2n . . 2365
ZingiatGrass Tree Concession, sal. corn, report 2373
Treasury Hoods Deficiency, Corna............. 2375
Special Lease (Stirling Estate), Assemtbly's mes.

.............................. 239
Roa~ ActAmedmen, 2n..............382

Public Service Act Amendment. 2z...........23
Enemy Subjects Employment. 2n.............flS5

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m1., and read prayers.

PAPER PRESENTED.
BY the Colonial Secretary: By-lawvs,

municipalities of Fremantle and Southern
Cross.

QUEISTION-CLOSE OF SESSION.
Hon. J. LXM. flREW (without notice)

asked the Colonial Secretary: Can he give
the House sonmc information as to whether
the intention of the Government is to en-
deavotir to close the session this week?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
I can assure the lion. member that it was
the intention of the Government to close the
session this week. Whether it will be found
practicable to do so, is a question which
rests quite as much with lion. members of
this House as with myself.

QUESTION-COAL BUNKERS ON
FIRE.

Hon. W. KINGSM1LL (for Hen. J.
Ewing) asked the Colonial Secretary :1,
Ts it a fact that a steamer arrived in Fre-
mantle on Saturday last with her bunkers
on fire! 2, If so, what coal wvas being
used?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1, Yes. 2, Indian, Welsh, and New South
Wales.

BlLLj-AGLICULTURtA BANK ACT
AMENDMAENT.

Recommittal.

Order read for consideration of report of
Committee.

On motion by the Colonial Secretary, Bill
recommitted for the purpose of further
considering- Clause 5.

In Committee.

Hon. WV. Kingsmill in the Chair; the Col-
onial Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 5-Advances in aid of the settle-
ment on the )and of returned soldiers:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I re-
gret to have been compelled to take the
course of recommitting the Bill. Last even-
ing an amendment was made in Clause 5,
the first part of which originally read-

Advances may be made by the bank
under and subj :ect to regulations in fur-
therance of any scheme approved by the
Governor for the settlement on the land


